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Dear Family of Christ at Redeemer, 
 

It’s October already! Can you believe it was just three short years ago that I was 
installed as your pastor here in Willmar? In some ways, it feels like yesterday. In 
others, it feels as though Paula and I have been part of this family much longer. I 
want to begin this month’s letter by simply thanking God for each of you and for all 
that you bring to the family of Redeemer. 
 

Some of you have a quiet, steady faith, while others are more open and expressive 
with your thoughts and hopes. That variety, my dear friends, is exactly what a family 
looks like. We don’t all have the same personalities, gifts, or ways of expressing 
ourselves, but we belong to one another because we belong to Christ. 
 

October also reminds us that a Minnesota winter is on its way. As the days grow 
colder, Paula and I, along with our dogs, tend to draw a little closer to the warmth 
of the hearth. In much the same way, we tend to draw closer together as a church 
family.  
 

Before we know it, Advent and Christmas will be here, bringing all the family joys 
that come with those blessed seasons. But even before then, we have the wonderful 
gift of gathering together week after week as the family of God. 
 

And since we’re talking about family, I give thanks and praise to God that He has 
brought you and me into His eternal family through the waters of Holy Baptism. 
What a wonderful thing that our good, gracious, and loving heavenly Father sent His 
Son into our fallen world not only to redeem us, but to adopt us. 
 

Jesus declares Himself to be not only your Savior and your God, but also your Brother 
(Hebrews 2:11–12). He freely gives what is eternally His and makes it yours. In Holy 
Baptism, He places His own Name upon you and promises to be your God and to 
work all things for your good. 
 

Left to ourselves, our religion so easily becomes an attempt to do something for 
God. We make rules, measure ourselves against others, and try to prove that we’re 
doing a good enough job. The Law rightly crushes that pride and exposes our 
inability to save ourselves. 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
  

OCTOBER 
Chairs: Bethany Hebrink 

       Joanna Jerzak 
 

Jerome & Kristine Bengtson 
Pamela Borcherdt 

Julie Bush 
Mike Christensen 

Pastor Craig & Paula Donofrio 
Sergio & Kelly Fernandez 
Tyler & Michelle Hanson 
Josh & Bethany Hebrink 

Brian Heveron 
Corey & Joanna Jerzak 

Carmelina Johannes 
Jeff & Darla Kimpling 
Paul & Deb Krueger 

Jerry & Pam Kuhlman 
Ray & Linda Landin 
Ron & Diane Minke 
Gary & Nila Mogard 

Jennifer Rasanen 
Cindy Rodriguez 
Christy Ruegge 

Dan & Michelle Schanus 
Amy Uken 

NOVEMBER 
Chairs: Renee Jorschumb 

Mary Mikkelsen 
 

Geoff & Anna Barber 
Amanda Cofrancesco 
Brian & Tessa Erdelt 

John Gulden 
Ann Johnson 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 
Lorraine King 
Nancy Koepp 

Steve & Paula Lueders 
Mike & Mary Mikkelsen 

Linda Mogard 
Karen Nelson 

Kris Nelson-Jensen 
Arnold & Lovina Obiedo 

Brenda Schanbachler 
Mark & Brooke Sellmann 
Eric & Sherilyn Wanner 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 

how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available.



LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP NEWS 
 

THERE'S STILL TIME TO GO TO CAMP! Just because summer is over, doesn't 
mean camp is over!  There are still some opportunities available for you this fall.  
Remember, Redeemer offers camperships for our campers.  Just contact Anna for 
a form to fill out.  Lutheran Island Camp is beautiful in the fall.  Check out these 
awesome opportunities: 
 

FALL ADVENTURE: October 16-18th. Cost is $180 per person. Spend the weekend 
making friends, enjoying favorite camp activities, gathering for chapel and 
campfires, and experiencing the beauty of the Island in the fall. It's a chance to 
slow down, reconnect, and spend a few more days growing in faith while enjoying 
the fun and community of camp. Fall Adventure Camp is a wonderful way to 
experience Lutheran Island Camp in a different season and make a few more camp 
memories before winter arrives. 
 
MAPLEWOOD HORSE ADVENTURE: October 16-18th. Cost is $300 per person. 
This retreat is for adults ages 18 and older. We'll spend the weekend enjoying 
scenic rides through Maplewood State Park, where we hope to catch Minnesota's 
fall colors at their peak. The horses will meet us at Maplewood on Saturday, 
allowing us to enjoy a full day on the trails before returning to Lutheran Island 
Camp each evening. Along with horseback riding, there will be time for fellowship, 
campfires, devotions, and quiet moments to enjoy God's creation during one of 
the most beautiful seasons of the year. 
 

DO YOU WANT TO HELP LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP OUT, BUT JUST NOT 
SURE HOW?  
**Go to their website, click on the “More” tab, then the “Donate” tab, then on the 
“Amazon Wish List” tab. Pick out an item to buy and donate it to camp -- EASY!!!  
**Volunteer to work on a project at camp. They need siding repair done, log 
splitting, and the old challenge course torn down.  The old shrubs need a sprucing 
up and the gutters need to be cleaned and repaired. There is something for 
everyone to get involved with. 
**You can even sponsor your favorite horse at Lutheran Island Camp! 

 
 

But then comes the Gospel, bringing nothing but grace. 
And because our Lord knows how quickly we forget, He keeps giving us His gifts. In 
Baptism, He washes us and clothes us with the righteousness of Christ (Galatians 3:27). 
He speaks His Good News into our ears as His Word is proclaimed from the pulpit and 
lectern. In Holy Absolution, He freely forgives our sins from His rich and endless 
treasury of mercy. 
 

And then there is the joy of gathering at the Lord’s Table. 
Because we sin much, we ought to hunger and thirst for the righteousness that only 
Christ can give (Matthew 5:6). What a gift it is that our Lord doesn’t simply tell us that 
He loves us. He gives Himself to us. He invites us to come to His Table, to lay down 
our burdens, confess our sins, and receive His forgiveness and life. 
 

We don’t come to the altar because we have something to offer God. We come 
because we need Him. We come as hungry and thirsty sinners, and Christ welcomes 
us with His mercy. There, at the Family Table of our Lord, He gives us His true body 
and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. It is Christ Himself who is serving 
us, strengthening our faith and assuring us once again: “Your sins are forgiven. You 
are Mine.” 
 

And what a beautiful family meal it is. We gather not only with the brothers and sisters 
sitting beside us in the pews, but with the whole family of God. Adam and Eve, Moses, 
Peter and Paul, and all our brothers and sisters in Christ who have gone before us. We 
gather around the same Lord, receive the same grace, and look forward to the day 
when we will share in the great wedding feast of the Lamb forever. 
 

So come, dear family. Come hungry. Come thirsty. Come with your joys and your 
burdens, your faith and your doubts, your sins and your need for forgiveness. The Lord 
Jesus is here to give you what you need most: Himself. 
 

For these reasons, and so many more, we can join the psalmist in saying, “I was glad 
when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1). 
 

What a blessing it is to be part of this family. And what a comfort to know that the 
Lord’s mercy is always greater than our sin (Romans 5:20). 
I’ll see you at church! 
 

In the love of my Savior (and yours), Christ Jesus, our Lord, our Savior, and our 
Brother, 
Pastor Craig 



PRESCHOOL 
 

Hello Fall - 
 

The preschool has really been enjoying this beautiful September. Playing on the 
playground it feels like a whole new world. I don't think we have even had a 
scraped knee. The kids have truly been loving every minute.  Also, we were very 
excited to have our first chapel of the year with the preschoolers. Vicar Josh 
stepped in and did the chapel service this time with Pastor Craig being in St. 
Louis, I am pretty sure that he enjoyed our silly preschoolers. They thought he 
was great. Our next chapel is October 13th and 14th if you would like to join us 
at 9:30 we would love to have you.  
 

Next week we will be practicing our evacuation drill and fire drill. We thank 
Immanuel Lutheran for continuing to allow us to shelter there in case of 
emergencies.  
 

Lastly, if anyone has any pumpkins they would like to share with the preschool, 
we are looking for donations.  
 

Blessings  
 

Michelle & Gretchen  
 

 

LWML UPDATE 
 

Care packages: We are collecting fun goodies for care packages, which we will 
pack and send out during our October 13th meeting. If you have a college child 
or grandchild you would like to receive a box please contact Brooke Sellmann 
at brooke.sellmann@gmail.com. 
 

LWML Sunday: LWML Sunday is on October 18th. All Redeemer ladies are 
invited to join us! Please remember to wear purple. Amy will also be collecting 
out $15 dues that day. 
 

Joy Workshop: Our zone is hosting a Joy Workshop in the late afternoon on 
October 25th. For more information, please reach out to Brooke Sellmann. 

 

 
SCHOOL IS WELL UNDERWAY!  DO YOU STILL HAVE LAST YEAR'S SCHOOL 
SHOES LAYING IN THE BACK OF YOUR CLOSET?  Don't throw the ones you no 
longer want or don't fit into anymore, bring them to church and put in the shoe 
collection box found in the narthex to be donated to Lutheran Island Camp.   We 
will take any type of shoes and boots except NO FLIP FLOPS.  Let's see if we can 
fill the box to overflowing! 
 
VACATION AT LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP: If you are making plans for next 
summer already, or maybe yet this fall, think about taking a vacation or having a 
family reunion at Lutheran Island Camp.  They have two houses, plus cabins 
available for rent. Check out their website for information about the 
accommodations. 

 
WE NEED YOUR IDEAS! Friendship Club is a new way for our church family to get 
together for fun and fellowship, and we’re looking for ideas for future activities. Is 
there somewhere you'd like to go or something you'd like to do as a group? It 
could be lunch at a local restaurant, a tour, a game night, a ballgame, a craft, or 
just about anything else. If you have an idea, we'd love to hear it! Please share 
your suggestions with Sharon Skaro or Stacy Pollock. We also hope you'll join us 
at one of our upcoming Friendship Club events! 
  

SUN ATTEND COMM ADULT ELEM H.S. SHUTINS 
Sept 6 105 88  - -  

Sept 13 178 - 25 28 0  
Sept 20 157 132 36 24 0  
Sept 27 153 128 41 16 0  

       
TOTALS 593 348 102 68 0 18 

In by affirmation of faith: Mike Moser, Cheryl Bergmann 
 

FAMILY OF THE WEEK! We are selecting two Redeemer families to 
pray for each Sunday in our worship services. Watch for a letter in the 
mail prior to the Sunday that we will pray for you and your loved ones. 



SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! October collections will be “Snacks” for our troops. 
Beef Jerky, Nuts, Raisins, Granola Bars, Microwave Popcorn, Tuna, Hard Candy, 
Licorice, Canned Ravioli, Beef Stew, Powdered Drink Mix. Please place donated 
items in box located in the narthex. 
 
ROAD TO RECOVERY GROUP Are you struggling with addiction? You’re not 
alone. Or maybe you know of someone that would benefit from this group. If 
interested in joining, please contact Penny at (320) 220-2585. All are welcome! 
 
REDEEMER WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB Our next book will be “The Beantown Girls” 
by Jane Healey. We will meet on October 31st at 9am. This one will be a potluck, 
please bring something brunchy and/or spooky to share. Contact Deb K. or 
Briana J. with any questions.  Hope to see you there!   
 
THE HAPPY QUILTERS meet every Monday in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 pm. 
Come and join them! There are squares available on the rack in the kitchen for 
you to take home and sew if you like. 
 

 
OCTOBER GIFT CARDS! Redeemer receives a percentage back in which you may 
apply to a Preschoolers tuition, to our Youth account or our General Education! 
No service fee! Forms are located in the narthex! The deadline for this month is 
Monday, October 12th. 
 
REDEEMER AUDIO/VIDEO MEDIA TEAM is seeking new members. Are you 
interested in learning how to run the PA, slides, and video streaming systems? 
We sure could use your help! Don’t be intimidated by all the knobs and screens; 
it’s easier than it looks. Please sign up on the sheet on the church office window. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NEW ASSISTIVE LISTENING SYSTEM has been rolled out in the 
sanctuary. Headphones and receivers are available in the 
narthex near the mailboxes. If you have hearing aids or are 
purchasing, check to see if they are Hearing Loop (telecoil) or 
Auracast compatible for easier listening. 

“A Mighty Fortress” 
Martin Luther’s hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” is one that most of us have 
probably been singing since we were old enough to read from the hymnal. Based on 
Psalm 46, the hymn presents God as a powerful refuge and protector for His people. 
 

It begins with the powerful declaration, “A mighty fortress is our God.” This imagery 
portrays God as a strong and secure refuge where His people can find protection in 
times of danger and suffering. Luther’s words also remind us that we cannot rely 
solely on our own strength. We cannot earn our salvation. It is a gift that comes from 
God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life, died on 
the cross for the sins of humanity, and rose from the dead. Through His sacrifice and 
resurrection, forgiveness and eternal life have been given to us.  
 

Another theme of the hymn is the reality of spiritual opposition. Luther describes the 
devil as a powerful enemy who seeks to lead people away from God. We face 
temptation, suffering, and spiritual struggles throughout our lives. Luther doesn’t 
suggest that we can overcome these forces through our own abilities. Instead, we 
are pointed to Jesus, declaring, “Christ Jesus, it is He.” Christ is the one who defeats 
sin, death, and the devil. 
 

“A Mighty Fortress”- as well as all of the hymns in our hymnal -  are an important 
part of our worship and education. Luther understood that hymns could 
communicate biblical truths in a way that people could remember and carry with 
them. Through our rich Lutheran hymnody, we can join together and confess what 
we believe in worship, and carry these songs and truths with us throughout our lives.   
 

In October, take a few days and use a hymn as a devotion or prayer. Here are a few 
to get you started!  
 

“A Mighty Fortress”  LSB 657 
“By Grace I’m Saved” LSB 566 
“Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing”  LSB 847 
“O Light Whose Splendor”  LSB 891 
“Now That the Daylight Fills the Sky”  LSB 870 
 
See ya in worship! 
Anna Barber 



 
TRUNK OR TREAT IS BACK!! Saturday, October 31 from 2-4 pm is the day! We 
typically see around 400 people on campus, so several decorated trunks are 
needed for this event. Anything goes, as long as it is not scary! And yes, there will 
be prizes for the top three decorated trunks again this year! Sign up for volunteers 
and decorated trunks will be on the church office window. 
 
CANDY DONATIONS for Trunk or Treat can be placed in the box in the narthex, 
or brought to the church office during normal office hours. Please be sure candy is 
individually wrapped. Small items like party favors are also a hit!  
 
NEW PICTORAL DIRECTORY pictures will be taken on October 22-24. Sign up for 
a time inbetween services by October 18th or sign up online by going to 
www.ucdir.com. Church code: mn670 Church Password: mnmembers670 
 
 
 
 

 OCTOBER 2026  
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Oct 4 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Ted Wurm 

 
Ron Jaspersen 

 
Emerson Forst 

 
Drake Miller 

Oct 11 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Matt Akerson 

Brandon Kapocek 
 

 
Alex Rodriguez 

Drake Miller 

Oct 18 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Mark Sellmann 

 
Jeff Pitt 

 
Emerson Forst 

 
Kian Pitt 

Oct 25   
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Bill Paterson 

Ron Jaspersen 

 
Emerson Forst 
Owen Kleidon 

USHERS   (*Head Usher) 
  8:00 *Bill Paterson, Richard Hanson, Elloyd Bartel 
10:30 *Wayne Dahlke, Kelly Dahlke, Judy Linhoff 
 

 

LIBRARY 
LeAnn Stauffenecker           

Listen to Pastor Craig on For You Radio. "The Gospel for the believer and the 
unbeliever, alike!" You can subscribe for free on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or 
wherever you find your podcasts. You can also go to www.ForYouRadio.org to listen. 

RECIPES WANTED! The anniversary committee is gathering recipes for our 100th 
anniversary cookbook.  Your favorite family recipes can be submitted online, 
emailed to bejensen709@gmail.com or placed into Briana Jensen's mailbox to be 
typed for you.  Forms for the recipes and instructions are available on the church 
office window.  Submissions start November 1st and will wrap up December 31, 
2026.  Cookbook order information will be shared once all those recipes are 
gathered and submitted sometime in the Spring of 2027.  Estimated cost will be 
$20 each.  Any extra monies from the cookbook sales are going to be given to the 
Redeemer Preschool.  Please direct any questions to Briana Jensen 
bejensen709@gmail.com or 320-905-2118 

  
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION AND YOUTH FORMS   
This year Sunday School Registration forms can be found on our church website. 
Youth Code of Conduct and Medical and Travel Release forms are also on our 
website. Visit www.redeemerwillmar.org, and go to the ministries tab to find the 
forms. Please print them, fill them out, and return them to the church office or 
bring to Sunday School! (Youth forms are for grades 6-12, and need to be filled 
out yearly.) 
 
JOY BELLS NEED YOU! We have several openings in our handbell choir this year 
and we would love to have you join us! No experience? That's ok! We would love 
to teach you! Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. in the balcony.  If you 
are instead, please reach out to Anna! 
 
REDEEMER’S MEN’S GROUP The Redeemer Men’s Group will meet on Tuesday, 
October 27th at 6 pm. Come join us! 

 

QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING – OCTOBER 25TH – 9:15 AM 
 

If you do not receive calls or texts from Redeemer on events that are 
coming up or that have occurred, it means we didn’t receive an 
information card from you. Cards are available in the narthex or church 
office, just fill out and return to the church office. This will ensure you 
receive updates and important information as events occur. 
 


