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The Tree of Liberty and the Tree of Life 
 

When the Apostle Paul writes to the Galatians, he anchors everything in a beautiful 
declaration: "For freedom Christ has set us free" (Galatians 5:1). In the original Greek, 
this is intensely emphatic. It literally reads, "With freedom Christ freed us." This is not 
a political manifesto or a self-help slogan. It is an objective, historical reality delivered 
extra nos—completely outside of ourselves—by the execution of Jesus. The tree of 
Christian liberty is the cross where our sins were drowned and killed.  
 
As we navigate the summer months and approach our civic holidays, we naturally 
think of "liberty" through the eyes of the American Founding Fathers. Thomas 
Jefferson famously wrote that the tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time 
with the blood of patriots and tyrants. This civic freedom is a good, earthly gift of 
God's left-hand kingdom. It is a temporary "freedom from" government coercion. 
But as Confessional Lutherans, we must never confuse this civil freedom with the 
spiritual freedom of God's right-hand kingdom, which is won by the cross and given 
purely through the Means of Grace.  
 
The great danger facing the Church today is the constant, subtle blurring of these 
two freedoms. When we mix them up, we turn the Christian faith into a swamp of 
moralism, empty showiness, and rules. When political liberty is treated as a spiritual 
identity, it forces us to look inward. It lies to us, claiming that true freedom is the 
right to choose our own path, define our own truth, and be the masters of our own 
destiny.  
 
God's Law reveals that absolute human autonomy is actually the deepest form of 
slavery. Left to ourselves, our choices always curl back into our own selfish desires 
(incurvatus in se). The person who is completely free to do whatever they want 
becomes a helpless slave to their own passions, pride, and ultimately, to death and 
the devil. Political liberty can keep you out of a physical prison, but it cannot deliver 
you from the graveyard. It cannot quiet a terrified conscience. Under the cross, 
human willpower is exposed as a bankrupt show that leaves us dead in our sins.  

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
 
 

 

JULY 
Chair : Judy Linhoff – 320-905-6188 

 
 

Randy & Jill Augustin 
Ken & Alix Behm  

Andrew & Kristine Benson 
Mark & Amy Boeschen          

Michelle Corti        
Chris & Heidi Dahline       
Wayne & Kelly Dahlke        
Marv & Sharon Erdelt     

Melanie Garberich        
Bill Houselog    

Shane & Brooke Jensen       
Steven & Christine Kurtzbein 

Judy Linhoff   
Nicholas & Allison Moser 

    Craig & Heather Petersen 
Bob & Lila Rekedal  

Jose & Wendy Reyes           
Leon & Carole Schultz            

Wayne Streich          
 

AUGUST 
Chairs: Deb Bremseth – 320-905-3078 
            Lori Schroeder – 320-290-7035 
 

Matt & Teresa Behm 
Art & Elaine Bolland 

Deb Bremseth 
Kathy Eisenlohr 

Scott & Rachel Grewe 
Russ & Rachel Jeppesen 

Jim & Cari Kardell 
Eileen Klinghagen 

David & Tamara Knapper 
Jason & Jennifer Landin 

Michelle Marotzke 
Wayne & Laurie Nelson 

Chris & Jeanne Reznecheck 
Dianne Sampson 

Michael & Kay Sandau 
Lori Schroeder 

Loren & Judy Schultz 
Tim & Denise Smith 
Curt & Deb Swart 

 
 

 
 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available.



LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP NEWS 
 

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION is well underway.  Some camps are already full 
and have a waiting list.  Go to the Lutheran Island Camp website to register.  There 
are camps for EVERYONE!   If you aren't ready for a week-long camp yet, then try 
out one of the weekend camps.  There are even camps for your little tykes.  Parents 
(or any adult) can partake in the Little Lambs Camp.  What a great way to get your 
child interested in Lutheran Island Camp! 
 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS are available if your child is 
interested in attending this year! Scholarship codes will be given out upon request 
and online registration is required to use the codes. Please let the church office 
know when your child will be attending camp. Forms for these scholarships can 
be found in the church office.   
 

Redeemer will pay the following: 
 $100 per child/youth for a week long camp per calendar year 
 $50 per child/youth for a weekend camp per calendar year 
 $100 per family for a week long family camp per calendar year. 
 $50 per family for a weekend family camp per calendar year. 
 Friends of Redeemer youth will receive $50 for any week long or weekend 

camp per calendar 
 

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO VACATION THIS YEAR? Contact Lutheran Island 
Camp to see if they have a house or cabin available. Check out the “More” tab 
and then the “Facilities” tab on their website to find out more information. They 
have great options available! 
 

DO YOU WANT TO HELP LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP OUT, BUT JUST NOT 
SURE HOW? Go to their website, click on the “More” tab, then the “Donate” tab, 
then on the “Amazon Wish List” tab. Pick out an item to buy and donate it to 
camp -- EASY!!!  
 

LWML RETREAT AT CAMP: August 7-9, Registration is now open! Attend as 
many days as you would like. Friday - Sunday: $180, Saturday - Sunday: $130, 
Saturday Only: $110. 

Yet, where human freedom reaches its dead end, the true Gospel begins. 
Christian liberty is not a freedom of choice; it is the freedom from the terrifying 
burden of having to save yourself. It is a total, unearned gift. Christ took your 
place under the curse of the Law, suffering the abandonment of the cross to 
extinguish God's wrath. His blood bought you out of slavery.  
 
This freedom is delivered directly to you here in Willmar, in time and space, 
through the raw realism of the Sacraments. In the water of Holy Baptism, your 
old sinful self was drowned, and a new creation was brought to life, marked with 
the Triune Name. When the Absolution is spoken to you, Christ Himself rips 
down your prison walls. At the Altar, the very Body and Blood of Jesus are placed 
into your mouth, the receipt of a debt paid in full.  
 
Therefore, Christian liberty does not look inward to serve the self, but outward 
to serve the neighbor in love. Because you do not have to worry about securing 
your own heaven, you are completely free to lose yourself in loving your family, 
doing your job faithfully, and giving your life away to those in need. You are 
free from the ledger books of human performance, free to live in the "greatest 
gladness" of Christ's resurrection.  
 
A Note for the Journey: We often treat God like a spiritual accountant, 
assuming He is keeping score of our behavior. But the cross means the ledger 
is burned. You are going to walk into heaven like a calf leaping out of its stall, 
laughing and laughing, because the blood of Jesus makes your salvation simple, 
free, and completely finished.  
 
May Liberty and Freedom always be ours in Christ Jesus! 
Pr. Craig Donofrio  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE - AUGUST SUMMER SCHEDULE 
9:00 am Worship with 

Lord’s Supper offered every Sunday. 
 10:15 Bible Study - Pastor Craig Donofrio  

 



Simple and Consistent 
 

“Jesus said to them, ‘If you continue in My Word, you are My disciples 
indeed.'” John 8:31 
 

During the school year, families are often busy with classes, sports, work, and 
activities. Summer gives families a chance to slow down and spend more time 
together. It is also a great opportunity to grow in faith.  
 

Summer devotions do not have to be perfect or take a lot of time. Even spending 
10 minutes a day together can help your family feel more connected, peaceful, 
and focused on faith. 
 

Keeping devotions simple is often the best approach. Read a short passage from 
the Bible, talk about what it means, and share a prayer together. The goal is to be 
consistent, not perfect. When children see their parents making faith a part of 
everyday life, they learn that following God is important every day of the week, 
not just on Sundays. 
 

You can have family devotions almost anywhere. Try them at the breakfast table, 
during a walk, or while sitting around a campfire. Use the beauty of nature to start 
conversations about God's creation. Ask questions such as, “What can we learn 
about God from what we see around us?” or “How can we show God’s love to 
others this summer?”  
 

Not sure where to start? Here are 7 simple and creative summer devotions for 
families that require little prep but offer meaningful impact.  
 

1. Creation Walk & Psalm 19:1 – Explore nature and talk about God's glory in 
what you see. 

2. Gratitude Journaling & 1 Thessalonians 5:18 – Write or draw three things 
you're thankful for. 

3. Fruit of the Spirit Scavenger Hunt & Galatians 5:22-23 – Look for real-life 
examples of love, kindness, patience, etc. 

4. Water Play & John 4:14 – Teach about the “living water” of Jesus while 
playing with sprinklers or water balloons. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
ARE YOU ABOUT READY TO DITCH YOUR SCHOOL SHOES and start wearing 
sandals?   Donate your school shoes, your work boots, your tennies, anything 
EXCEPT FLIP FLOPS, to Lutheran Island Camp.  Just put them in the shoe 
collection box in the narthex.  

 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! June collections will be previously viewed DVD’s 
(comedy and action), paperback novels, board games, electronic games, hand-
held games, car games, crossword and word find books, and journals. Please 
place donated items in the box located in the narthex. 

 

REDEEMER WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB Our next book will be “The 
Great Alone” by Kristin Hannah. We will meet on August 8th at 9am. 
Breakfast and coffee will be provided. No need to sign up. Read on 
your own and join us to discuss the book together. Contact Briana 
Jensen or Deb Kruger for any questions. 

 
 

JULY GIFT CARDS! Redeemer receives a percentage back in which you may 
apply to a Preschoolers tuition, to our Youth account or our General Education! 
No service fee! Forms are located in the narthex! The deadline for this month is 
Monday, July 13th. 

 JULY 2026  
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

July 5 
9:00 AM 

Communion 

 
Brandon Kopacek, Stan Skaro 

 

 
Aspen Krakow 

July 12 
9:00 AM 

Communion 

 
Matt Akerson, Mark Sellmann 

 

 
Elise Reznecheck 

 
July 19 

9:00 AM 
Communion 

 
Ron Jaspersen, Bill Paterson 

 

 
Oliver Berghuis 

July 26   
9:00 AM 

Communion 

 
Jeff Pitt, Ted Wurm 

 
Alex Rodriguez 

USHERS   (*Head Usher) 
  9:00 *Stan Skaro, Craig Nissen, Ron Jaspersen 

 

LIBRARY 
Michelle Marcus            



Listen to Pastor Craig on For You Radio. "The Gospel for the believer and the 
unbeliever, alike!" You can subscribe for free on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or 
wherever you find your podcasts. You can also go to www.ForYouRadio.org to listen. 

 

 
Lutherans Roam Rome: January 13–21, 2027 

 

Imagine walking the historic streets of Rome, while experiencing the joy of fellowship 
across continents. We warmly invite you to join our missional group trip to Rome from 
January 13 to 21, 2027.  
 

This trip offers more than a typical vacation. It is an opportunity for spiritual growth as 
we explore the ancient Christian history of Italy, share in vibrant worship at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church, and build meaningful connections with fellow Lutherans who serve 
faithfully in a unique context. Whether this is your first trip to Rome or a return visit, the 
experience promises lasting memories, the joy of seeing God’s church alive in another 
culture, and participating in worship.  
 

Brochures with details are available at the Church’s Welcome Desk. Registration remains 
open through August 1, 2026, now is the ideal time to secure your place. 
With airfares still reasonable for January travel, this is an excellent time to begin exploring 
flight options. One of the best resources is www.google.com/flights, which allows you to 
track prices and set alerts. Pastor Craig stays current on flight strategies and would be 
happy to speak with you about coordinating airfares and other trip details. 
 

For more information, visit our dedicated website: www.LutheransRoamRome2027.net.  
 

Don’t miss this chance for fellowship and adventure. We would love for you to be part of 
this special journey. Questions? Contact Pastor Craig or stop by the church office. 
We look forward to roaming Rome together in 2027! 

 
 

SUN ATTEND COMM ADULT ELEM H.S. SHUTINS 
June 7 112 100 34 - -  

June 14 114 102 20 - -  
June 21 137 118 19 - -  
June 28 133 102 11 - -  

       
TOTALS 496 422 84 - - 17 

In by Baptism: Evelynne Jane Chartier, Hailee Grace Wermers 

 

5. Sunrise Prayer Time & Lamentations 3:22-23 – Watch the sunrise and 
talk about God's new mercies. 

6. Service Project & Matthew 5:16 – Serve others and discuss how we can 
be a light to the world. 

7. Campfire Reading Night & Psalm 4:8 – End the day with a Bible reading 
under the stars and talk about peace. 

 

See you in worship! 
Anna        

 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Summer is obviously is full swing.. July is quickly arriving.  The preschool although 
quiet in noise is busy behind the scenes.   We have been doing interviews and 
have had several great candidates, and will be welcoming a new assistant in 
August.  This is an exciting time as we continue to receive registrations. 
 
Additionally we have been working on plans to do a few upgrades on the 
playground. We will keep you updated on the changes. 
 
As always we are grateful for the summer to rejuvenate the teachers for each 
new school year. Thank you for your continued prayers over the preschool. 
 
Happy Summer 
Michelle & Gretchen 
 

 

REDEEMER’S MEN’S GROUP The Redeemer Men’s Group will meet on Tuesday, 
July 28th at 6 pm. Come join us! 
 

THRIVENT GRANTS NEEDED! If you are a Thrivent member and would be 
willing to write a grant to help with the Higher Things trip this year, please 
contact Anna Barber. 
 

IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO GO TO LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP THIS SUMMER, 
OR ANYWHERE NEAR HENNING, would you be willing to take some bags of 
shoes with you to drop off at camp? If you are, check with the office to see if there 
are some bags ready to go. We would really appreciate your assistance with this! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROAD TO RECOVERY GROUP Are you struggling with addiction? 
You’re not alone. Or maybe you know of someone that would 
benefit from this group. If interested in joining, please contact 
Penny at (320) 220-2585. All are welcome! 

**A Warm Welcome to Vicar Joshua Galindo** 
 

It is with great joy and thanksgiving that we welcome Vicar Joshua Galindo to Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. On Sunday, July 5th, we will have the privilege of installing him as our 
vicar during the Divine Service. Following the service, please join us for a celebration 
brunch as we greet our new brother in the Lord. 
 

Our Lord Jesus once looked upon the crowds with compassion and said, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:38). God has heard our prayers and 
answered them by sending Vicar Galindo to labor among us for this season of formation. 
 

In our Lutheran understanding, a vicar is a seminarian placed in a congregation for 
intentional training under the supervision and authority of the called pastor. Vicar 
Galindo will preach the Gospel, teach, visit, and assist in the various tasks of ministry as 
he grows in the ways of faithful service. This is not an independent ministry but an 
apprenticeship in the Office, shaped by the cross and grounded in the Word. 
 

We receive him as a gift from the Lord Himself. Let us commit to supporting Vicar 
Galindo with our prayers, our patience, and our partnership in the Gospel. May the Lord 
bless his time among us, strengthen his faith, and use him for the building up of this 
congregation and the glory of Christ’s name. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
Pastor Craig 
 
CHOIR REHEARSAL for Vicar Gilardo's Installation is Wednesday, July 1 at 5:30 pm in 
the balcony. If anyone would like to join the choir for this special day, you are more 
than welcome! Reach out to Anna at 320-905-4401 if you are interested! 
 

LWML will meet this month on Tuesday, July 14th at 5:30 pm for potluck dinner and 
meeting. All Redeemer ladies are welcome. We are excited to have Chloe Jensen come 
share about her recent mission trip! Any questions, reach out to Brooke Sellmann. 

 
 


