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It’s December, and it’s Minnesota.  This usually means lower 
temperatures and fewer hours of light.  This change is not always 
welcome; but it is the reality when you live this far north.  The 
decrease in the amount of light is not always positive mentally.  An 
absence of light can result in a physical limitation of the serotonin, 
the brain’s chemical hormone that can affect your level of 
happiness.  This means there is a possibility that someone might be affected in their 
relationships with others if they stay in doors too much, there are studies that 
suggest that a mild depression that can result from a lack of exposure to the light. 

As we see the month of December arrive that means we are only a few weeks until 
the church celebrates the birth of Christ amid a world that had been living in 
darkness.  The worship service on the night of Christmas Eve is one that is extra 
special, it is one that I look forward to all year long.  I grew up in a church that 
celebrated with real candles that were lit during the song of Silent Night, and I think 
there are many out there who feel the same.  There is something about seeing all 
those lights inside the sanctuary and singing to our Light who came to overcome 
the power of sin.  I want the next generation to grow up knowing who their King is 
and what He has done for them, I want my son to understand what God has done 
for him.  Jesus is the Light of the World, and His light is my hope when my sin tries 
to extinguish the hope that I have in Christ. 

This Christmas I urge you to seek an exposure to His light.  May the light of the world 
increase the level of “spiritual serotonin” in your life and give you a renewed glow in 
your life that cannot be duplicated by anything else.  Also look for opportunities to 
share this light with others; there are many others in this area who feel trapped by 
what they are experiencing.  Let the work of the Holy Spirit battle for us in restoring 
the joy of the salvation found in Christ. 

Pastor Matt 

 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those                          
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. Psalm 9:2 

WINTER WOMEN'S STUDY - Join us Wednesday, January 8th, at 9:00 am for Think on These by 
Heidi Goehmann. This 8-week study focuses on how Philippians 4:8 gives us the admonition to 
place our minds on things that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, 
and worthy of praise...but what does this mean for us in our daily lives? Dive in as we search the 
Scriptures to find out more and begin to "think on these". The cost for the book is $5. Sign up 
outside the church office. 
 
ADVENT-URE TO CHRISTMAS! Redeemer Families join us starting December 4th as we 
ADVENT-ure to Christmas together. Come and journey together with other Redeemer families 
as we are reminded about the message of Christmas. 
 

December 4th - 7:00 pm 
ADVENT-ure to Christmas Family 

Advent Calendar Activity 
 

December 11th - Devotions & Nativities 
7:00 pm Family Devotions in Gym 

7:15-8:00 pm Activities by Grade Level 
 

December 18th - Devotions & Nativities 
7:00 pm Family Devotions in Gym 

7:15-8:00 pm Activities by Grade Level 
  

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY is Sunday, December 15th, from 11:45-3:00 pm. This youth group 
Christmas event is based on the show, “Cutthroat Kitchen." Contestants battle for advantages 
and disadvantages in order to make the best gingerbread house. There will be a Nacho Bar for 
lunch and youth are asked to bring a treat to share for dessert. 

Students are asked to bring a pair of socks for a sock exchange. Stuff your socks! With treats or 
gifts for the exchange price limit of $5-7 for items to fill the socks. What can you use to put 
inside? Handmade items, nail polish, candy and chocolate, gift cards, soaps, lotions, something 
incredibly cheesy… The list is endless! 

Preschool Christmas Service  
“Is Your Tree Up Yet?” 

December 19th – 6:00 pm 



SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office 
window.  Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
  

DECEMBER 
Beth Corti – 320-231-1907     

 
 

Bob & Doris Ast 
Elloyd & Janice Bartel 

Deb Bremseth          
Neil & Marlene Buboltz 
Rev. Matt & Kim Canion 

Lee & Beth Corti 
Cassie Drenkow 

Ron & Dee Erpelding 
Ryan & Sarah Fosso 

Ronda Hunt 
Joel & Sharon Jergenson 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 
Jeff & Darla Kimpling 
Dave & Anita Maras 

Mike & Mary Mikkelsen 
Bob & Lila Rekedal 
Jerry & Betty Schleh 

Lori Schroeder 
Kim & Deb Setrum   

Stan & Sharon Skaro     
 

 
 

 
 

 
JANUARY  

Janice Bartel – 320-403-5045 
Sharon Skaro – 320-599-4506 

 
Matt & Jennifer Akerson 

Elloyd & Janice Bartel 
Rev. Jack & Carol Baumgarn 

Jacob Berghuis 
Sarah Berghuis 

Susan Christensen 
Andrew Cordes 

Dave & Julie Danzeisen 
Jerry Gesch 

Pete & Paulette Hagen 
Gary & Mary Hillenbrand 

Carol Jackson 
Jared & Kjaresty Johnson 

Dylan & Angela Kalkbrenner 
Roger & Lois Koosmann 

Jerret & Darci Mohr 
Bill & Bridget Neumann 

Jeff & Cheryl Pitt 
Stan & Sharon Skaro 

Rolf & Joyce Standfuss 
Dale & Ashley Weilage 

 
 
 
          

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available!

Year in Review  
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 
 
It is hard to believe that December is already here, it is once again that time of year when people are 
preparing and sending Christmas cards.  
 
The history of the Christmas Card started in Victorian England, by Henry Cole who apparently had too 
many friends. During Victorian times there was a tradition of sending letters during the Christmas and 
New Year season and it was deemed impolite if correspondence was not returned. So out of obligation 
to send replies to the many letters Cole had an artist friend create a holiday scene which was then 
imprinted onto stiff postcard size cardboard cards and thus the invention of the holiday card.  
 
The tradition has remained all these years and families use this time of year to send cards and letters 
which include sometimes a families year in review. It’s good to take a look back and review all the things 
that God has done in our lives throughout the year. There are some times in our life that we can’t see past 
our current situation so to take the opportunity to pause and reflect allows us to see the many blessings 
in our lives.  
 

A Redeemer Youth & Children’s Ministry Year in Review  
 9 youth affirmed the promises made in their baptism when they were confirmed in Christ in May  
 We celebrated with 10 Seniors their high school Graduation  
 16 youth and 5 adults travel to Minneapolis with over 22,000 youth & adults for the 2019 

National Youth Gathering Real. Present. God.  
 65 children blessed with a week of hearing about God’s promises for them at VBS of which 19 

members 46 nonmembers. The week also included 125 individuals attending a Redeemer Night 
at Dorothy Olson Aquatic Center  

 Sunday school kids & leaders packed 80 care packages for Lakeland Elementary Teachers for 
their first week back at school  

 12 students received either their first Bible or their 3rd grade Bible on October 6th.  
 400+ people attended our annual Trunk or Treat festival in October hosted by the Youth Board  
 15 ladies participated in an 11 week Fall Bible Study on the Fruits of the Spirit 
 Sunday school & Preschool kids painted & decorated 400 ornaments that were handed out at 

our Thanksgiving meal.  
 27 Ladies attended a Fall Paint and Craft night at Redeemer 

This is just a small fraction of things that happened here at Redeemer in our children & youth ministry but 
you can see how God continues to work through volunteers here share His love with those within our 
community.   
 
Looking back also allows us to refocus for the future and remind us that the steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases and his mercies are new every morning.   

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

"Great is Thy faithfulness!" "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 
 

Blessings to you & your family this Christmas season,  
Cassie Drenkow  

Director of Christian Education  
Resources used https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-christmas-card-180957487/ 



 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH: The Terry & Sue Goddard family would like to 
thank everyone that sent heartfelt thoughts and prayers over the past almost 6 
years. Jessica Goddard Napper is now resting in peace. Please continue to keep her 
girls and husband in your prayers. Your kindness is very much appreciated.  
Terry, Sue, Angie, Tony, Kristina & family 

  DECEMBER 2019 
  
  

 
ELDERS 

 
GREETERS  

  
ACOLYTES 

 
SOUND   

 
LIBRARY 

Dec 1 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Dave Runke 
Stan Skaro 

Dave Danzeisen 
Wayne Dahlke 

Anita Petersen 
Bill & Deb Paterson 

 
Marlin & Cheryl Niss 

Emily  
Johnson 
Maddox 
Bolstad 

Mark 
Boeschen 

Art 
Bolland 

 
Marcia 
Gilman 

Dec 4 
6:00 PM 

 
Jeff Kimpling 

 Jillayna 
Schroeder 

David 
Reyes 

 

Dec 8  
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Dave Runke 

Brandon 
Kopacek 

 
Jim & Marcia Gilman 

 
Loren & Judy Schultz 

Koda 
Helfinstine 

Maddox 
Bolstad 

David 
Reyes 
Darrell 

Hoekstra 

 
Anita 

Petersen 

Dec 11 
6:00 PM 

 
Dave Runke 

 Matthew 
Mohr 

Adam S. 
Mike M. 

 

Dec 15  
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Matt Akerson 
Stan Skaro 

Neil Buboltz 
Jeff Pitt 

Gayne & Marvelle Stone 
 

Trudy Hemingway 
LaVonne Van Zee 

Monica 
Rhoda 
Bradyn 

Bush-Gregory 

Mark 
Boeschen 

Art  
Bolland 

 
LaVonne 
Van Zee 

Dec 18 
6:00 PM 

 
Wayne Dahlke 

 Adam 
Sandau 

Mike  
Mohr 

 

Dec 22 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM  

 
Jeff Kimpling 

Dave Danzeisen 

 
Jeff & Cheryl Pitt 

Keven & Diane Hillenbrand 

Christina 
Spieker 
Chloe  
Jensen 

Brad 
Marcus 
Sergio 

Fernandez 

 
Michelle 
Marcus 

Dec 24 
4:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

 
Brandon Kopacek 

Paul Meyer 

 Colton Dahline 
Matthew 
Lingbeek 

 
Mark B. 

Darrell H. 

 

Dec 25 
10:00 AM 

Communion 

 
Dave Runke 

Doug Jorschumb 

 

Merry Christmas 

 
Ayla Moyer 

 
Brad 

Marcus 

 

Dec 29 
10:00 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

 
Lyle & Vera Ehrenberg 

Emily 
Johnson 

Mark 
Boeschen 

Sarah 
Fosso 

USHERS              8:00 AM    *Matt Akerson, Amiah Akerson, Ken Behm, Mike Botzek          (*Head Usher) 
                            10:30 AM    *Joe Hammerschmidt, Kourtney Hammerschmidt, Jeff Pitt 

 

TWO REDEEMER BLESSING BOXES Feel free to leave books in the east box for others to 
take. The second box is just west of the main entrance and this one is for nonperishable 
food. All are welcome to place food items in the second box. 
 

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS THROUGH SCRIP! Forms can be found in the 
wooden rack in the narthex or the church office and are due on Monday, December 9th. 
 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For DECEMBER we will be collecting previously viewed DVD’s 
(comedy and action), paperback novels, games, board games, car games, electronic hand-
held games, crossword and word find books, and journals. Please place donated items in the 
box located in the narthex. 
 

REMINDER FOR YEAR-END DONATIONS:  To qualify as a gift in 2019, federal regulations 
require that checks must be dated on or before December 31st and the mailing envelope 
accompanying the check must be postmarked by December 31st. Gifts received after that 
date will be posted to your 2020 giving. For hand-delivered checks, the date the check is 
received by the church determines in which year your donation will be recorded.  
 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be Sunday, 
December 8th, at 10:30 am. Practice will be Saturday, December 7th from 9-11:30 for 1st-
8th grade.  
 

SPREAD SOME CHRISTMAS CHEER! Join our Youth and Jubilation Choir members for some 
caroling at Copperleaf on Sunday, December 15. You can meet Cassie in the main lobby of 
Copperleaf at 2:25 pm, and then travel down to the memory care unit to bring some 
Christmas joy to the residents there. All are welcome to join us! Any questions, contact Cassie 
or Anna. 
 

PICTURE DIRECTORY 2020 We are looking for 2 or 3 people to organize an updated picture 
directory by March 2020. Please contact the Fellowship Board if you are willing to help us. 

 

Sunday Attend Comm Adults Sr. High S. S. Online Private 
Nov 3 239 198 31 6 39  101  

Nov 10 248  25 2  36    71  
Nov 17 260 202 42 5 39   
Nov 24 259  30 5 35 66  

        
TOTALS 1006 400 128  18 149 238 23 

Out by death:  Donna Gast, Pam Carlson      



ETERNAL TREASURES 
An old epitaph reads, “What I gave, I have; what I spent, I had; what I kept, I lost.”  Obviously, 
this person had much wisdom.  He realized that, during his life, only that which was given to the 
Lord had any lasting value.  The things he had purchased while alive were used up and gone, 
and the possessions he owned at death were of no good to him then. 
Speaking to this subject, Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Jesus said that 
treasures on earth would not last.  The cars we buy will become dented and end up in the 
junkyard.  The clothes we wear will wear out.  Jesus said that we are to store up treasures in 
heaven or as the epitaph reads, “What I gave, I have.”   
Jesus tells us how to store up treasures in heaven.  “Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.  
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does 
not fail…” (Luke 12:33).  This is a radical call to use our goods not only for ourselves but also to 
help other people.  Giving to those in need is a way that we store up treasures in heaven.  What 
are these treasures?  Well, what is the only thing that goes to Heaven?  Is it gold and silver?  
Maybe stocks and bonds?  How about that car or mansion?  No!  The treasure is people!  God 
is blessed and honored through our faithful giving.  Through our giving, the Gospel is preached 
and taught, and souls are saved. 
May God grant us the wisdom and then the strength to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven 
rather than treasures here on earth.                                                                  Stewardship Board 
 

THE MITTEN TREE IS UP! Take a look at the wall by the church office and take 
as many mittens as you like and purchase that gift for someone in need. The 
gifts are due back on Sunday, December 15th. Please place the items in a gift 
bag with mitten and gift receipt attached and place back under the tree or 
in the church office.  
 

WOMEN’S ADVENT CELEBRATION! The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study will meet on 
December 18th at 9 am for morning coffee, an Advent devotion and a festive Advent/Christmas 
celebration. Each participant is asked to bring a goodie to share with the group. 
 

     Family Art Night 
 Tuesday, December 3rd 
          5:30 – 7:15 pm 
         Fellowship Hall 

Hope For Our City 
Birthday Bag Service Project 

This Sunday School year we will be collecting items 
 all year long. Each month will have a specific item   

to place in the box. The drop off box will be  
located outside the Fellowship Hall.  

 

December – Plastic Tablecloths 
January – Frosting 

February – Cake Mix and a can of pop 
(1 can of pop is needed per cake mix) 

March – Candles 
April – Decorations (Streamers, Banners and Hats) 

May – Spaghetti Noodles and Spaghetti Sauce 

WORSHIP SERVICES & EVENTS: 
December 4, 11 & 18:  Advent Worship – 6 pm 

Supper – 6:30 pm 
ADVENTure School – 7 pm 

December 8 – Children’s Christmas Service – 10:30 am 
December 19 – Preschool Christmas Service – 6 pm 

December 24 – Christmas Eve – 4 & 6 pm 
December 25 – Christmas Day – 10 am 

December 29 – Sunday worship – 10 am only 
6:00 PM ADVENT SUPPER SERVING SCHEDULE: 

December 4 – Altar Guild          December 11 – Youth 
December 18 – Elders & Fellowship Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORNAMENT PAINTING PARTY AT REDEEMER 
Wednesday, December 11th & 18th 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall after supper. 
7-8 pm  

 $2/ornament 



“O Little Town Of Bethlehem” 
 

Phillips Brooks was the minister of Holy Trinity Church in Philadelphia. He had visited 
Bethlehem in December of 1865, where the itinerary included a horseback ride from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve. Back then it was a very small village, far from the busy city it 
would later become. Christmas Eve night, Brooks was in the field, where according to the stories, 
the shepherds heard the angels proclaim the birth of the Savior. He then attended the Christmas 
Eve service at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 

Something about the beauty and simplicity of that visit stayed with Phillips Brooks as he 
returned to America. Several years later, he desired a new song of Christmas for the children to 
sing at his church. The poem Brooks wrote transcribed the beautiful night   spent in that little 
town of Bethlehem years before. 

 “I remember especially on Christmas Eve, when I was standing in the old church in 
Bethlehem, close to the spot where Jesus was born, when the whole church was ringing hour 
after hour with the splendid hymns of praise to God, how again and again it seemed as if I could 
hear voices I knew well, telling each other of the “wonderful night” of the Savior’s birth.” 

The verses that flowed from his pen was a Christmas carol that has become a favorite to 
sing on Christmas Eve around the world. 

 

"O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by..." 

 

Phillips Brooks asked the church organist, Lewis Redner, to compose a melody for the children 
to sing on Christmas Eve. Lewis sat down at the piano to create a melody fitting of the descriptive 
words. Despite his best efforts, nothing he wrote seemed quite right. Frustrated, he turned in for 
the night. During his fretful sleep, he awakened, with music singing in his soul. Lewis sprang out 
of bed, and wrote down the melody just as we sing it today. The next morning, he jubilantly 
presented it to Rev. Brooks saying: "I think it was a gift from heaven." The children quickly learned 
the song, and sounded like a choir of angels as they sang the new carol written just for them.  

Within the serene text of "O Little Town of Bethlehem", is a promise from God through 
the prophet Micah: "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins of old from 
ancient times." Micah 5:2 
The last verse of this favorite hymn is a beautiful prayer, and I pray that it gives you comfort, 
peace, and joy this Christmas season!                                                                         Anna Barber 

 

"O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell. 
Oh come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!" 

 

Order Your Poinsettias 
Remember your loved one this Christmas season by decorating our church with              

poinsettias.  Please return this form with your check/cash to the                                           
church office no later than Sunday, December 15th.                                  

      

  In memory of:                 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

I/We will pick them up                

                                        or 

                       I/We will leave them at the church 

 

 

   

Contribution $____________       Offering #___________  


