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This past July, our Lutheran denomination hosted its National Youth Gathering 
in our backyard, in downtown Minneapolis.  Youth from around the world 
numbered over 22,000; and they filled the streets with purple backpacks.  In 
businesses around the city there was a buzz about these young people who had 
gathered together.  Time and time again I heard adults talk about how surprised 

they were that so many young people could be in the same place and yet remain well behaved.  It 
was great to be able to tell people that these teens were Lutherans and were there to learn more 
about their faith and to serve that community.  
Have you ever had an experience where you did not want to leave?  Maybe it was watching a sunset 
in a tropical setting, being on a beach somewhere south of Minnesota, or it could have been at the 
hospital meeting your first grandchild.  Life can contain so many little events that impact you so much 
that they stick in your mind for years to come. 
After the last mass event on Monday morning all the kids and their chaperones left for home and the 
stadium was almost bare.  Just before leaving for the final time; I could not help but think about what 
had happened.  Over three years of planning has resulted in a massive event with participants from 
around the country; and some from around the globe.  The gravity of leaving was bittersweet for me 
that day; having to face the stark reality of transitioning back to a normal schedule hit me hard.  I 
shared in a great experience, but that experience was not to last forever.  Honestly, I did not want to 
leave the stadium that day; I did not want to see everyone go back to their home congregations.  It 
was great to see so many people in one place, being able to worship with one voice.  I know that 
heaven will eclipse any worship here on earth, but it was difficult to walk out of the building that 
day.   
I still want to be at one more Mass event (22,000 people at Vikings stadium) to hear those young 
teens sing out; yet reality sunk in and my thoughts shifted to a busy schedule and the stress of 
returning to “normal life”.  Even though I would have liked to remain in that context, my calling is to 
be with God’s people and to seek to carry out the Great Commission.  
Jesus had great events that happened on or near high places; but He did not stay there.  He saw the 
hurting and struggles that people were walking through, and He walked along side people and 
personally touched their lives.  He responded to the hurt in our lives, but He reminded us that our 
true address does not include an earthly zip code.  We have a God who is personally invested in our 
lives here on earth; while reminding us of the life we have waiting for us with Him around His 
throne.  We have a “mountaintop experience” waiting for us together with all the other saints; yet 
God has called us to care for the sick, feed the poor, look after the widow and orphan, and care for 
each other in the body of Christ.                                                                             Pastor Matt Canion 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of men.  Philippians 2:5-7 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP HAPPENINGS 
Couples’ Retreat (NEW!) 

September 13-15 
Spend a weekend away with your spouse (or soon to be spouse, or possible soon to be spouse) 
enjoying a relaxing weekend on the Island. Sessions on the Art of Marriage will supplement 
optional activities designed specifically for couples to enjoy together, including sunrise kayaking, 
horseback riding, sunset pontoon ride, and other great opportunities for private time together 
out in God’s beautiful creation. Cost $200/couple.   
 

Harvest Festival (NEW!) 
September 21 

Help clean out the Christ Serve Ranch garden. This is an opportunity to help with the final harvest 
of our large garden and take home some of the fruits of the summer. Pumpkin carving, kids 
activities, a bonfire, and outdoor BBQ will help us welcome fall. Suggested donation of 
$10/person. Children 10 and under free. 
 

Autumn Adventure 
October 11-13 

After a month and a half of school most kids are ready for a break, and LIC is happy to supply it! 
Return to the Island for a weekend of camp fun, fall style. A hayride, drinking hot apple cider, 
and other great autumn activities join summer favorites like gaga ball, campfire, kayaking, and 
nine square in this awesome adventure for ages 7-14. Cost $120. 
 

Creation Conference 
October 18-19 

Join us for our annual creation conference. This year's event will feature Joel Tay of Creation 
Ministries International and his talks, "Creation: Impacting Our Culture and The Fall: A World of 
Corruption.” A freewill offering to support the work of Creation Ministries International will be 
collected and housing and meals are available for an additional cost. 
 

Mystery Weekend 
October 25-27 

Join us for three days of imagination! After choosing your character, you'll be launched into an 
interactive story filled with strategy, team building, physical challenges, and puzzle solving. 
Good news: you don’t have to be a great actor! This year, TOTAL ECLIPSE will take us back to 
the 1980s for a ghostly family reunion. This activity is a great Christian alternative to Halloween 
and is for ages 12-99. Cost is $120.



SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office 
window.  Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
  

SEPTEMBER 
Dee Erpelding – 320-235-0788 
Ronda Hunt – 320-235-1621 

 
Rob & Jan Baker       

Myron & Myra Behm   
Katherine Bolstad       

Scott Bolstad          
 David & Susan Chase 
Ron & Dee Erpelding          

Travis & Christine Foster 
Jim & Marcia Gilman            

Paulette Hentz             
Ronda Hunt                   

Ron & Colleen Kassel    
Joy Landin              

Glen Lotthammer           
Larry & Helga Miller        
Matt & Jodie Nelson   

Anita Petersen         
Linda Rhoades                       

Steve & Melanie Schultz 
Jaimee Scoblic         

Dan & Susan Spieker 
Todd & Kim Swartz    
LaVonne Van Zee 
Marilyn Worke 

 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 

Kim Canion – 586-707-1198 
Darla Kimpling – 320-235-5373 

 
Jerome & Kristine Bengtson 
William & Pamela Borcherdt 
Adam & Julie Bush-Gregory 

Rev Matt & Kim Canion  
 Mike Christensen    
Irmgard Dahlke     

Myrt Elsing                
Sergio & Kelly Fernandez       

ElRoy & Lavonne Gast       
Tyler & Michelle Hanson      

Brian Heveron          
Frank & Carmelina Johannes 

Jeff & Darla Kimpling   
Joanne Koep                

Ray & Linda Landin    
Cindy Lubenow          

Gary & Nila Mogard       
Jennifer Rasanen  

Bonnie Rhoda 
Christy Ruegge                   

Dan & Michelle Schanus 
Mel Schwartz  

Amy Uken      
Dick Zetah          

 
          

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available!

NYG EXPERIENCE 
 
But Now What? 
The 2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering was an amazing experience. A chance to see 23,000 (16 of 
our own) youth in a unique setting to learn and worship Jesus Christ in different styles. These kids 
had a great time! A great time worshiping Christ! How awesome!! I recommend searching “LCMS 
Gathering” on Youtube.com to see just a taste of what it was like! But now what? 
Preparing for the gathering is a monumental task. Besides just lining up the semantics, there are Bible 
studies to plan, service projects to complete, and just getting kids to jive together. Everyone comes 
together to help. Preparation was a success, Minneapolis was a success, and now we need to carry 
on that success back home. 
Great times did not come just from the bands or the lights or the amazing chaperones. These kids 
dove deep into their faith. Would you be comfortable going to a class called “Worth Dying For: A 
New Model for Dating and Relationships?” These kids did! How about “Love Thy Muslim Neighbor” 
Or “Do you love your brother? What if he is gay, bi or trans?” What a blessing it is to have such 
mature youth that want to see what Christ says about these tough topics, topics these kids live day-
in and day-out. But now it is our turn. 
The time has come to bring this energy to Redeemer! It has already been a month since we have 
been home from the gathering. These youth are not just fringe Christians. There is a deep faith rooted 
in each of them. The problem is, society doesn’t encourage us to show it. Sometimes we need a place 
not to be judged. A place to be encouraged. A place that welcomes us to learn about Jesus in our 
own way. Redeemer is that place. And it all starts with this congregation. 
I encourage each one of you to reach out to at least one of the youth at this church, no matter what 
age you are. These students have a lot to offer and are the future of this church and the LCMS. Bring 
them alongside you as you serve your church. Give them a tour of what you do for your day job. 
Have a conversation and get to know them. Show them they are appreciated, and their input is 
important. Mentors - reconnect with your confirmands. Make a point to visit with them regularly. Go 
out for coffee. All these things can bridge that gap. 
We also need to create opportunities! Opportunities for these kids to worship and learn about our 
Creator Jesus Christ. This isn’t something that just the DCE or Youth Board can do. This takes the 
entire church! Step up to lead an event. Step up to suggest ideas. Step up to help! Ask these youth 
HOW they learn. Ask these youth WHY they want to learn. Ask these youth WHAT they want to learn 
about. Give examples to these youth on HOW you show Christ’s love in your life. And most 
importantly, BE a listening ear. 
The youth in this church came home in July with renewed interest and excitement in Jesus Christ. We 
put a lot of effort to get them there. Let’s continue the excitement and find new ways, as a 
congregation, to continue to stoke the flame that was ignited in Minneapolis.  
 
Mark Boeschen 
NYG Chaperone and Jr High Sunday School Teacher 



Back to the Grind 
 

This old phrase is one I haven’t thought of or used for many years.  It may be what you think 
of after a relaxing vacation, a long weekend or the start of the school year.  Each year I mourn 
the loss of summer to some degree.  Some years are easier than others but this year I am 
using the phrase “back to the grind” – sigh.  As I told my teachers last week, I don’t even have 
the urge to walk through the school supply aisle at the store! That is a clear sign I am not in 
the mood as I LOVE new pens, post-it notes, even paperclips.  What to do when you are a 
teacher and the start of school is here and you are not in the mood? 
Well, Orientation last week certainly helped.  Those 3, 4- and 5-year old’s are sooo excited it 
is contagious.  And I do love those little people so I believe I would like to see them again- 
and that would be here at school. 
I also enjoy establishing relationships with the parents.  Now that I am on the other end of 
the parenting gig I hope I can offer some mentoring to these younger folks.  Sometimes it 
may only be “This too shall pass.” 
And God in His infinite wisdom created seasons.  He knew we teachers would need crickets 
and locusts to signal the end of summer.  And that darn sun doesn’t want to stay high in the 
sky at 8 pm anymore, grr.  Which makes the evenings cool.  So, since I love fall weather better 
than summer now I am starting to get in the mood for the season change.  This signals games 
and bleachers, comfortable playground days, and a schedule.   
The change of seasons moves us into the next routine of life.  It is a comfortable place to be.  
And even though I think I want more time to putz with my home projects if I do that too long 
the enjoyment wanes.  The next season is upon us and it is time return to that routine. 
I think I am ready! 
 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:”  Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
Please keep our staff in your prayers as school starts and 

throughout the year. 
Gretchen Fauskee:  4’s teacher 

Michelle Corti:  3’s teacher  
Jennifer Rannetsberger:  Assistant Teacher 

Deb Arnold:  Assistant Teacher 
Jodi Elliott:  Aide 

Rachel Jeppesen: Director and afternoon teacher 

Make a Joyful Noise! 
 

There are many opportunities to worship with others through music at Redeemer!  
 
Seasoned musicians, beginners, or those who want to give something new a try, there is a 
place for you! 
 
Check out our webpage for descriptions of the groups at www.redeemerwillmar.org and join 
us at one of these times! If you have any questions, please call the church office, or email Anna 
at abarber@redeemerwillmar.org. 
 

Praise Team:         Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm in the balcony.  
Joy Bells:               Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm in the balcony.  
                               We need 4-5 new ringers this year!!  
Jubilation Choir:   Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm in the balcony. 

 

BLESSING BOXES ARE UP! Two Blessing Boxes are on the property!  Bring non-perishable food 
and literature items to the Welcome Center. 
 
SCRIP GIFT CARD ORDER FORMS can be found in the wooden rack in the narthex or the church 
office. The next order will be due by Tuesday, September 10th. 
 
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS For SEPTEMBER we will be collecting 
previously viewed DVD’s (comedy and action), paperback novels, games-board games, car 
games, electronic hand-held games, crossword and word find books, and journals. Please place 
donated items in box located in the narthex.  
 

Sunday Attend Comm Adults Sr. High S. S. Online Private 
Aug 4 196 160 11      68  

Aug 11 146  11      51  
Aug 18 167 151 17   66  
Aug 25 189  30        

        
TOTALS 698 311  69         25 

In by baptism: Lincoln Allen Wermers, Paxton James Wermers 
In by transfer:  Dexter & Karen Wermers   
Out by death: John Schroeder                                 
 



BRING YOUR OLD SHOES to our collection bin by the Fellowship Hall. These shoes provide 
Lutheran Island Camp with several thousand dollars each year while at the same time providing 
work for people with disabilities and helping street vendors in third world countries to support 
their families by selling our Minnesota shoes. We take any kind of shoes or boots except for flip 
flops.  

  
        SEPTEMBER 1ST 

We will return to our 
regular worship hours of 

8:00 & 10:30 Sunday 
mornings with Family 

Education Hour at 9:15. 
  Rally Day is September 8th. 

 SEPTEMBER 2019   
  
  

 
ELDERS 

 
GREETERS  

  
ACOLYTES 

 
SOUND    

 
LIBRARY 

Sept 1 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Stan Skaro 
Doug Jorschumb 

Jeff Pitt 
Wayne Dahlke 

 
Luther & Peggy Dykema 

 
Gary & Mary Hillenbrand 

Malinda 
Petersen 
Adrianna 
Rodriguez 

Brad   
Marcus 
Mark 

Boeschen 

 
Anita 

Petersen 

Sept 8  
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Kimpling 

Brandon Kopacek 

Anita Petersen 
 Bill & Deb Paterson 

 
Leon & Carole Schultz 

Eric  
Sellmann 

Mackenzie  
Schoumaker 

Mark 
Boeschen 

Sarah 
Jeppesen 

LaVonne 
Van Zee 

Sept 15 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Matt Akerson 
Dave Danzeisen 

Neil Buboltz 
Paul Meyer 

 
Jim & Marcia Gilman 

 
Marlin & Cheryl Niss 

Jay 
Marcus 
Henry  

Johnson 

Sergio 
Fernandez 

Art 
Bolland 

 
Michelle 
Marcus 

 

Sept 22 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

Stan Skaro 

 
Gayne & Marvelle Stone 

 
Loren & Judy Schultz 

Christina 
Spieker 
Maddox 
Bolstad 

Brad 
Marcus 
Wayne 
Dahlke 

 
Sarah 
Fosso 

 

Sept 29 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 
 

 
Dave Runke 
Paul Meyer 

Jeff & Cheryl Pitt 
 

Trudy Hemingway 
LaVonne Van Zee 

Bradyn 
Bush-Gregory 

Adriana 
Behl 

David 
Reyes 
Darrell 

Hoekstra 

 
Lorraine 

King 

      
USHERS     8:00 AM  *Rolf & Joyce Standfuss, Beau Standfuss                                                  
                   10:30 AM  *Neil Buboltz, Jack Kuppich, Randy & Melissa Mord                                *Head Usher 

 

THE HAPPY QUILTERS 
Will begin Monday, September 9th 

at 12:30 pm.  Join us! 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
Will meet Thursday, September 19th 
at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room. 

 

 
 

Living Life at its Best 
Jesus tells us that He came in order for us to have life and have it more abundantly 
(John 10:10).  Just as we as parents are pleased and thrilled to see our children thrive 
and do well in their careers, with their families, and in their churches, our Heavenly 
Father, in a much more profound way, is pleased that we are experiencing life at its 
best in the years, months, and days that God has given us.  We are His children and 
His amazing love for us was shown to us on the Cross where Christ won for us the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life through faith in Him.  This gift empowers us to 
live abundantly.  It is God’s desire that we live abundant lives.  Just as we want the 
best for our children, He wants the best for us.  He is so pleased when we walk by 
faith in ways of obedience, compassion, selflessness, and seek to follow His ways.  
By God’s grace, we can be contented people who live life at its best aware of His 
presence and enjoying the intimacy of His companionship.  Life at its Best is the 
rich life that God wants for us.                                                  Board of Stewardship  



      

We will also be going to the Church Basement Ladies in “Hark! The Basement Ladies 
Sing” on Saturday, November 23rd. Mark your calendar and watch for more details. 


