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Twelve months ago, a journey was taken, a family packed their belongings 
and moved across the country to a state they had never lived in.  One year 
ago, there was a change that took place in my family and the family here at 
Redeemer.  There was some uncertainty on both sides as to what to expect 
and what do to when the expectations were not met.  Churches that have 
been around for a while can have a culture that lends itself to being very 

“Germanic” in many ways.  Our life in the assembly of believer’s hinges on our faith in Christ, yet it is also 
in our theology that we struggle each day with having a plague of sin inside ourselves that can often put 
self above others. 
The change that happens all around us can be constant and can happen with us being unaware of it.  We 
may not like what is happening in the world and we may even be reacting to things out of our control on 
an unconscious level.  Churches can be a cornerstone for some’s faith because it seems that when the 
world is spiraling the “liturgy” (doing the same thing every week in the same order in the hymnal) remains 
the same and can be deemed an anchor.  Change in our community can be difficult to handle; change in 
our church culture can be even more disturbing. 
Redeemer is in the midst of change.  The neighborhood around the church is different than it was twenty 
years ago.  The church is not surrounded by corn fields, the people who attend the church do not all reside 
less than two blocks away.  Congregation members typically drive to this church which results in the need 
to maintain an ample parking lot.  As I have listened to various people there seems to be a sense that the 
change in the surrounding neighborhood is ongoing even today. 
Change can make people nervous.  Some look at change and are optimistic about what God has for us in 
the years to come.  On the other side of the pendulum there are some that react negatively when change 
affects something in their life.  At Redeemer, we are a critical point in the history of this congregation.  We 
can no longer operate in the same way we did in the 1980s; some of the changes we are trying to make 
here are to improve the time we spend in meetings and how we can spend more of our time engaging the 
community of Willmar. 
Change can be difficult, taking the first step out of the status quo may be too scary to attempt.  If we 
explored the future of this church and its potential impact on this community would it alter our perception 
of any change to come?   
Why does Redeemer exist?  The answer to this question may change from person to person but the reality 
of the answer must not; the very center of mission is found in Christ that cannot change. 
 
“And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that 
I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of 
the mouth of your children's offspring,” says the Lord, “from this time forth and forevermore.” 
Isaiah 59:21 
 
Pastor Matt 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office window.   

Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on the list and  
would like to be, contact the church office.  Please help out when your co-chair calls. 

 
SEPTEMBER 

Dee Erpelding – 320-235-0788 
Ronda Hunt – 320-235-1621 

 
Robin & Janice Baker 
Myron & Myra Behm 

Katherine Bolstad      
Scott Bolstad        

David & Susan Chase 
Ron & Dee Erpelding    

Travis & Christine Foster  
Jim & Marcia Gilman      

Paulette Hentz       
Ronda Hunt            

Ron & Colleen Kassel   
Joy Landin             

Glen Lotthammer       
Larry & Helga Miller        

Matthew & Jodie Nelson  
Anita Petersen         
Linda Rhoades             
Gary Schroeder          

Steve & Melanie Schultz   
Jaimee Scoblic        

Dan & Susan Spieker    
Todd & Kim Swartz    
LaVonne Van Zee    
Marilyn Worke 

 

OCTOBER 
Myrt Elsing – 320-325-3481 

Lavonne Gast – 320-235-3889 
 

Jerome & Kristine Bengtson 
William & Pam Borcherdt 

Adam & Julie Bush-Gregory 
Rev. Matt & Kim Canion 

Mike Christensen    
Michael & Irmgard Dahlke 

Myrt Elsing                
Sergio & Kelly Fernandez 

ElRoy & Lavonne Gast  
Tyler & Michelle Hanson 

Brian Heveron          
Steve & Christy Hunt   

Frank & Carmelina Johannes 
Jeff & Darla Kimpling       

Joanne Koep             
Ray & Linda Landin     

Cindy Lubenow             
Gary & Nila Mogard      

Jennifer Rasanen             
Christy Ruegge        
Bonnie Rhoda           

Dan & Michelle Schanus 
Mel Schwartz       

Amy Uken        
Dick Zetah 

 



TWO-YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN 
Every Christians goal in life should be to read the entire Holy Bible. This plan will take you 
through the Old and New Testament in two years, and through the Psalms and Proverbs four 
times.  
  Sept 1      Romans 9:1-29        Psalms 51                      

   Sept 2      Romans 9:30-10:21    Psalms 52        
   Sept 3      Romans 11            Psalms 53           
             Sept 4      Romans 12 – 13       Psalms 54              
             Sept 5      Romans 14 – 15      Psalms 55    
             Sept 6      Romans 16    Psalms 56       
             Sept 7      Catch-up Day         Psalms 57            
   Sept 8      1 Corinthians 1:1 – 3:4  Psalms 58    

          Sept 9      1 Corinthians 3:5 – 4:21  Psalms 59   
   Sept 10     1 Corinthians 5 – 6       Psalms 60        
   Sept 11     1 Corinthians 7           Psalms 61          
   Sept 12     1 Corinthians 8 – 9          Psalms 62                           
             Sept 13     1 Corinthians 10:1 – 11:1  Psalms 63          

Sept 14              1 Corinthians 11:2 – 34      Psalms 64                           
Sept 15     1 Corinthians 12 – 14   Psalms 65    

   Sept 16     1 Corinthians 15          Psalms 66 
                 Sept 17     1 Corinthians 16     Psalms 67 
   Sept 18     Catch-up Day          Psalms 68   
             Sept 19     2 Corinthians 1:1 – 2:13  Psalms 69 
   Sept 20     2 Corinthians 2:14 – 4:6  Psalms 70 
   Sept 21     2 Corinthians 4:7 – 5:10  Psalms 71 
   Sept 22     2 Corinthians 5:11 – 7:4  Psalms 72 
   Sept 23     2 Corinthians 7:5 – 16  Psalms 73 
   Sept 24     2 Corinthians 8 – 9   Psalms 74   
   Sept 25     2 Corinthians 10 – 11  Psalms 75 
   Sept 26     2 Corinthians 12 – 13   Psalms 76 
   Sept 27     Catch-up Day       Psalms 77 
   Sept 28     Galatians 1 – 2     Psalms 78 
   Sept 29     Galatians 3:1 – 4:20  Psalms 79 
    Sept 30      Galatians 4:21 – 5:12  Psalms 80     
              

                                                   Just Ordinary Moses 
But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring  

the Israelites out of Egypt. Exodus 3:11 
 

Here we are at the beginning of another year of school and Sunday school ministry at Redeemer. 
This year for Kingdom Quest Sunday school we are focusing on some great Heroes of the Faith 
(I use the term hero very loosely) because really God used ordinary people throughout time in 
super ways to accomplish His plan and purpose.  One of those ordinary people we will be 
focusing on is Moses. If you have ever really looked at the calling of Moses from Exodus 3 you 
can remember Moses reaction to God asking him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, wasn’t okay 
God sure I’ll do it. It was more like “Who am I” that you ask me to do this, that was just the 
beginning of a long line of excuses. His excuses include, suppose they ask who sent me, what if 
they don’t believe me, Lord I am not a great speaker and finally he says “O, Lord, please send 
someone else to do it.” Exodus 3:13.  
 

Any of these sound familiar to you? Ours may sound a bit more like: I am not skilled at that. 
That’s really not my gifted area. I know nothing about that subject. I really don’t think that I am 
qualified to do that. How many times does our fear keep us from doing something great for 
God? 
 

“Who am I” that I should volunteer within the community, serve in the church as a greeter, usher, 
Sunday school helper. I will be honest with you all if everyone keeps saying “O, Lord, please send 
someone else to do it,” there will be no one left to send. It is only when we step out in faith like 
Moses and trust that our God, who knows all, sees all, is with us always will be there to help us 
lead others out of the desert to the source of living water found only in Christ.  
 

You don’t need superpowers to inspire young minds, greet a new person at church, or serve 
coffee on Sunday mornings. In all of these things from serving coffee to helping with a Sunday 
school class God is with you. The benefits of these opportunities are often a great blessing that 
you get to meet someone new, learn more about someone you see in church every Sunday but 
never really talk to or hanging out with some pretty amazing kids.    
 

Why not put on your cape and let God use you in a super way. If you need some help figuring 
that out I am more than willing to sit down and have a conversation with you.  
 

“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  
The Lord be with all of you.” 2 Thessalonians 3:16 

 

In Christ,  
Cassie Drenkow, DCE 
 



Christmas in August - it seems so at my house.  August is when I 
start pouring the nativity sets for the Redeemer kids that are in 
Adventure School.  August is also when Christmas starts coming 
out in catalogs that arrive at my house.  And if I haven’t already 
done so I am looking for staff gifts to make or buy.  So, Christmas 
is on my mind.   
 

But shouldn’t it be?  Christmas and Easter for that matter should be actively remembered 
throughout the year.  The miraculous plan of events that occurred in Jesus’ life during those two 
seasons were all set up for our benefit.  God’s meticulously detailed timeline started at the 
beginning with prophecies and foreshadowing throughout the Old Testament.  Biblical scholars, 
creationists, and Pastors point to the events and words that declare Christ’s coming clearly. 
Brian Young, a creationist, will share some of those truths found in the Bible and in Science when 
he comes to Redeemer on September 17th.  Daily he is declaring the events of Christmas and 
Easter through creation evidence. 
 
As preschool starts for another year I too will share these Biblical accounts with the children each 
day but not always do I remember to celebrate Christmas or Easter with the children each week.  
We tend to “save” those learning moments for the “right” season.   I will put that on my goal list 
and include that in my teacher portfolio for this year.  We use portfolios as a tool to help teachers 
to continue to learn and grow. 
 
Many of you know that I play organ at Redeemer and also at Zion in Morris.  And I love to add 
a little “extra” to the hymns at times.  If people ask or comment about the extra zing, sometimes 
I will reply that “each Sunday should be a Mini Easter.”  And I truly believe that Sunday worship 
should be a celebration of every gift God has graced us with.  Although some Sundays that may 
be the gifts of peace and comfort but even with quieter gifts thankfulness to our Great Giver is 
necessary. 
 
So now I am going to go back to working on Christmas.  And whenever Sarah returns with my 
phone I am going to celebrate God’s meticulous plan and play some Christmas music while I 
pour these nativities. 
How are you going to celebrate Christmas or Easter this week?  
 
In Christ, 
Rachel Jeppesen 

 

 
 
 

Save the date! 
 

The Looney Lutherans in 
“Hold the Lutefisk” 

 
Sunday, November 19th 

 
 

 

  SEPTEMBER 2017   
  
  

 
ELDERS 

 
GREETERS  

  
ACOLYTE 

 
SOUND 

  
LIBRARY 

Sept 3  
 8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Leon Schultz 
Mark Sellmann 
Wayne Dahlke 
Ron Jaspersen 

Mike Botzek, Deb Arnold 
Brad & Suzanne Skindelien 

Troy & Lisa Anderson 
Todd Swartz, LaVonne Van Zee 

Payton 
Freiberg 

Zoey  
Jorschumb 

Brad  
Marcus 
Kolby  

Lindquist 

 
Sarah 
Fosso 

Sept 10 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Kimpling 
Leon Schultz 

Jeff & Cheryl Pitt 
Lyle & Vera Ehrenberg 

Alice Beckmann, Carol Dahlke 
Jerry & Betty Schleh 

David 
Reyes 

Mikayla 
Schoumaker 

Mike 
Mikkelsen 

Darrell 
Hoekstra 

 
Lorraine 

King 

Sept 17 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Dave Runke 
Doug Jorschumb 

Neil Buboltz 
Stan Skaro 

Jeff & Darla Kimpling 
Gayne & Marvelle Stone 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 
Bonnie Rhoda 

Jennassa 
Hanson 
Natalie 

Jorschumb 

Wayne  
Dahlke 
Sarah 

Jeppesen 

 
Bonnie     
Rhoda 

 

Sept 24 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Michael Sandau 
Wayne Dahlke 

Rolf & Joyce Standfuss 
Ken Behm 

Gary & Mary Hillenbrand 
John & Marlys Eggen 

Michael 
Mohr 

Mitchell 
Nelson 

Wayne 
Dahlke 

Art 
Bolland 

  
Anita 

Petersen 
 

USHERS              8:00 AM   *Rolf & Joyce Standfuss, Beau Standfuss, Jon Barber                 (* Head Usher) 
                            10:30 AM   *Neil Buboltz, Bob & Jeanette Hillenbrand              

  
 
   



           

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS 
For SEPTEMBER we will be collecting previously viewed DVD’s (comedy and action), 
paperback novels, games-board games, car games, electronic hand-held games, 
crossword and word find books, and journals. Please place donated items in box 
located in the narthex. 

 
 

      
 YOUR ELDER FOR 2017 

 

                  Elder                                       Phone #             Household Names 
      Mark Sellmann                     235-0075  Akerson – Bokelman 
      Michael Sandau       894-0637  Bolland – Davis     
      Stan Skaro       599-4506  Derksen – Grewe         
      Ron Jaspersen       354-5083  Grothe – Jacobson 
      Leon Schultz       248-7466  Jagow – Kruse         
      Doug Jorschumb       235-5451  Kubasch – Meyer 
      Neil Buboltz          796-2352  Mikkelsen – Phillips 
      Wayne Dahlke       262-9847  Pitt – Schoumaker  
      Jeff Kimpling       235-5373  Schroeder – Streich 
      Dave Runke       235-9068  Stueckrath – Zetah  
 

 
 
 

Sunday Attendance Adults Sr. High Communion Private 
Aug 6 193 15 - 163  

Aug 13 193 21 -   
Aug 20 236 24 - 203  
Aug 27 218 33 -   

      
TOTAL 840 93 - 366 26 

 
Deaths: Ted Bartel               

COME BE A PART OF MUSIC MINISTRY AT REDEEMER! We have many opportunities to 
serve through music, from larger groups to solos and small ensembles.  

Joy Bells begin again on September 6th at 5:30 pm. We are 
looking for another ringer and some subs! Even if you haven't 
played before, come give it a try! 
Jubilation Choir will begin on September 6th at 7:00 pm. Each 
section has a strong leader that can help you along-no choir 
experience necessary! Just a desire to sing praise!  
Praise Team meets Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm. There is always 
room for singers, guitarists, percussionists, and keyboard players!  

Throughout the year, there are opportunities to serve as instrumentalists and small group 
ensembles or solos. Please let me know if this is something you are interested in!  Any 
questions, contact Anna at abarber@redeemerwillmar.org or stop on in during the week!  

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will be starting on September 13th 
at 9:00 am, Seamless by Angie Smith. Whether you've grown up 
hearing Bible stories or you're exploring Scripture for the first time, 
the full story of the Bible can be overwhelming. The 66 books may 
seem disconnected at first glance but in this study Smith shows us 
how the whole Bible, from Genesis through Revelation, connects as 
one beautiful, seamless thread.  

 
CRAFT NIGHT Need to carve out some extra time in your schedule to 
work on your projects? Join us on Friday, September 15th, from 6 pm to 
midnight in the Fellowship Hall. Any type of project is welcome i.e. scrap 
booking, crocheting, knitting, coloring, sewing, whatever you would like 
to work on! Bring a snack to share and your own beverage to drink. Any 
questions can be directed to Julie Danzeisen at 894-2394. 

 
FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT Would you like to help out with the Fall Women's Retreat? We 
are looking for Young Adults or Seniors who would be willing to help with childcare during 
the event. Contact Cassie in church office if interested.  
 

ALTAR GUILD MEETING – SEPTEMBER 14TH AT 5:30 PM 

 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER 10TH – RALLY DAY Help us kick-off the new season of Ministry at Redeemer by 
joining us for worship on Sunday, then stay for a good old fashioned Lutheran potluck 
after 10:30 am worship. Then join us in the back parking lot for an Adults vs. Kids kickball 
game.  

Families A-H - Appetizer or Side Dish 
Families I-P - Main or Hot Dish 

Families Q-Z - Dessert 
 

SEPTEMBER 10TH – SUNDAY SCHOOL We hear how Superheroes do great things, other 
times it’s the little things that make them super. Big and small things add up to a life that 
honors God and allows us to do some super things for others.  This Sunday 
school year our kids will learn about some of the great Heroes of Faith and 
that small acts done for Jesus can lead to a super life and they'll learn how 
to make life super for others. Join us Rally Sunday and wear your favorite 
Superhero T-Shirt. 
 
YOUTH FAMILY DINNER September 13th at 6:00 pm. Youth and their parents are invited to 
join us as we blast off into our fall youth ministry with both confirmation and youth hangout 
starting at 7:00 pm. Come for supper at 6:00 pm. Parents are welcome to stay for our new 
monthly series PG (Parental Guidance) at 6:30 pm. Connect with other youth parents to discuss 
what it's like to parent middle and high school students.  
 
COLLEGE KIDS – Save the date of September 17th!  Join us for worship at 10:30 am and 
afterwards we will all head over to Qdoba for lunch and a short devotion.  
 
FALL SCAVENGER HUNT is set for September 24th, from noon-3 pm, for Youth 7-12th grade. 
Come worship together at 10:30 am and then we will head to lunch together before starting 
an excellent Fall Scavenger Hunt. 
 

IT’S THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION and we are going 
to try to create our very own LEGO Mosaic of Luther's Rose. If you have old 
LEGOS in your home that you are willing to part with, please contact Cassie 
in the church office. We are hoping to be able to work on this creation 
throughout the month of October and would like you and your family to be 
a part of it.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Application Form  

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

License Plate # _______________________________________ 

Vehicle Make/ Model: __________________________________ 

Trunk Description: _____________________________________  

 

Media Release Consent  

________ I, the undersigned, hereby authorize Redeemer Lutheran Church to 
photograph me, take motion pictures of me, take video footage of me, and/or 
make electronic sound recordings of me (herein referred to as photographic or 
electronic reproductions). 2) I authorize the use of any such photographic or 
electronic reproductions of me for any purpose, including, but not limited to 
educational and other public media as may be deemed appropriate by 
Redeemer Lutheran Church (I understand that I may be identifiable from such 
photographic or electronic reproduction)  

 

Signature of Applicant: _________________________ 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
October 28th 4-6pm 

Redeemer Lutheran Church Parking Lot 
 

Trunk or Treat Event is a safe and family-friendly event for trick-or-treaters. Adults 
gather and park their vehicles in the Redeemer Parking lot with trunks open and 
accessible from 4:00-6:00 pm.  

Car owners must complete the attached form to participate. Only those who have 
properly registered their vehicles will be allowed to participate at this event. All 
participants should be prepared for at least 250 plus children to visit this event. For 
those not registering, but would like to help out, candy donations are welcomed, 
appreciated and can be dropped off in church office.  

Registered vehicles can arrive at Redeemer parking lot for check-In starting at 3:00 
pm. All vehicles must be decorated by 3:45 pm. For safety purposes, all participating 
vehicles must stay at the event until the event ends at 6:00 pm. To ensure the safety 
of the children, we will not allow any vehicles to exit or enter the parking lot until the 
children are removed or relocated.  

Upon arrival, you will be directed where to park and set-up your vehicle. All registered 
vehicles will receive a number that must be attached to their trunk for judging. 
Vehicles will be judged on presentation and creativity. Props and participants in 
costume will be considered. Vehicles must be decorated by 3:45 pm to be considered. 
All judging will take place before events starts at 4:00 pm.  

 

Sunday, September 17 
9:30 am and 1:30 pm 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 



 

 

Sunday, October 29th           Concordia St. Paul 
Buses depart at 12:00 noon from the North Parking Lot of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1401 6th Street SW  
Willmar, MN  56201 

 

Cost is $10.00 
A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex or  

call the church office at 320-235-4685. 
Sign up deadline is Sunday, October 8th 

All are welcome to join us! 
 

We will stop for supper on the way home.



 


