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What A Great Time To Be An American… And a Lutheran 
So how do you make sense of everything that has been happening 
in the world?  I have met a lot of people who cannot agree on the 
heartbeat of America and the future seems to be a little muddy.  
Every night we are observing a lot of pain and suffering that people 

are feeling across the country.  Are we as individuals also experiencing some of that pain 
too?  We are called by Christ to love unconditionally; and as a human being that is 
plagued by sin that is very difficult for me to do.  I find myself viewing people with an ugly 
filter and it sometimes taints the way I speak and act.  I would like to sink back from the 
world and let all the negative energy permeate from my pores, but there are days when I 
must fight with my own thoughts as to whether someone I see on the street is someone 
God loves and has died for.  Just as Martin Luther said I must daily put the “Old Adam” to 
death by prayer and meditation on the word to see people with the same eyes that Christ 
used to forgive those who “crucified Him.” 
What a great time to be an American.  There is fighting and protests going on everywhere 
and tensions are high.  What a great time to be an American.  Sometimes it seems like the 
very moral fiber of our society is going to totally disintegrate. What a great time to be an 
American; to still have the freedom to speak about what God has done for those who are 
showing signs of pain and grief.  I believe God has enriched us in this very hour to address 
the spiritual, moral, and educational chaos our country is experiencing.  As Americans and 
Lutherans, how can we seize opportunities to share Christ when the culture is so dark? 
In the month of March I would like to take this congregation down a journey.  During 
our Sunday morning experience, we will be exploring the intersecting of life and the daily 
journey we embark on.  I would like to find out answers to a few tough questions that all 
of us might have asked ourselves in the last year.  Please join me as we set out on this 
together in both our worship services and our time together during the Family Education 
Hour. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

                          

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office window.   

Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on the list and  
would like to be, contact the church office.  Please help out when your co-chair calls. 

 
MARCH           

Beth Corti – 320-231-1907   
  
 

   Randy Arndt       
Alice Beckmann        
Deb Bremseth                  

Curt & Marcia Conklin 
Lee & Beth Corti     

Ryan & Sarah Fosso         
Kim & Karen Heiden    

Robert & Jeanette Hillenbrand 
Robin Jacobson            

Richard & Donna Johnson 
Brandon & Chelsie Kopacek 

Jeremy & Andria Krakow 
Philip & Michelle Marcus 

Dan & Phyllis Monson 
Mick & Heather Moyer 
Marlin & Cheryl Niss 

Tom & Tracy Ost 
Todd & Audrey Raap 

Robert & Debra Rodelius 
Justin & Tanya Rosenau 

Brad & Suzanne Skindelien 
Gordon & Deloris Steffen 

Wilfred Wenberg 
 
 
 

APRIL           
Betty Schleh – 320-354-2136 
 Deb Setrum – 320-222-3869 

 
   Deb Arnold        

Jenyne Beehler        
Lisa Bjerke                  

Jim & Gayle Braun     
Jason Connelly       

Dean & Cynthia Cordes  
Luther & Peggy Dykema 

Brian & Jackie Frank          
Dan & Karen Gorans        

Joe & Darla Hammerschmidt 
Todd & Allison Hillenbrand 

Fran Hussong          
Bill & Kathryn Jagow    

Loren & Dianne Kruse 
Kathy Martens        

Brenda Munsterman    
Gardenia Preusse 

Dave & Carol Runke  
Jerry & Betty Schleh    
Ryan Schumacher        
Kim & Deb Setrum         

Joe & Michele Steffen     
Joey Werder      

 
 
 

 
 



VISIT SHUT-INS!!! Redeemer is looking for a volunteer who will deliver Sunday bulletins to 
some of our shut-ins two times a month. Please contact the church office if you are 
interested. 
 

LIKE TO SEW? The quilters have blocks that need to be sewn together, so feel free to take 
them from the rack in the kitchen to take home. Also, you can join us on Mondays at 12:30 
where you can sew, tie knots or pin quilts together. You can count on coffee and treats at 2:00!  
 

SHOES FOR MISSIONS!  Please save your old boots, shoes, and tennis shoes 
(no flip-flops) and put in the collection box by the Fellowship Hall.  All the 
footwear is then taken to Lutheran Island Camp and then sent to third world 
countries for people in need. Please rubber band or tie your boots and shoes 
together in pairs.      
 

DON’T FORGET TO DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS! We’re excited to share that in 2016 over 
335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars® to more than 32,000 churches, 
schools and other nonprofits, including Redeemer Lutheran Church, through Thrivent 
Choice®. Based on member recommendations, Redeemer Lutheran Church and Preschool 
received $5,276 in charitable outreach funding in 2016. The Thrivent Choice program helps 
members of Thrivent Financial make a positive impact in their communities. Eligible Thrivent 
Financial members who have available Choice Dollars® have until March 31, 2017, to direct 
them. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 1-800-847-4836 and say 
"Thrivent Choice" after the prompt. As a reminder, 2016 Choice Dollars expire on March 31st! 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  Have you started shopping for your OCC boxes yet?  Now 
is a great time to start as the stores have a lot of clearance items available.   Plus, the stuffed 
animals left over from Valentine’s Day are at a great price! Pick yours up today and start 
packing those boxes. 
 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to serve Lenten suppers! 
LENTEN SUPPER SERVING SCHEDULE 

March 1 – Elders                 
March 8 – Youth                            

March 15 – Choir & Joy Bells 
March 22 – Altar Guild                 
March 29 – Trustees 

April 5 – Board of Education & Sunday School Staff 
 

Out of Ashes 
Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though 
I am nothing but dust and ashes, Genesis 18:27 
There sits on the altar a pile of black dust in a bowl. Soon it will be spread across the 
foreheads of those who come to worship on Ash Wednesday. Why do we do it? What really is 
Ash Wednesday and why do we put ashes on our head?  
For most people, it is the day of the church year where they end up with a black smudge that 
semi resembles a cross on their forehead. You see people running around with them all day on 
Ash Wednesday or people hurrying to the bathroom to scrub off before anyone sees. Should 
we not wear our ashes proudly? 
When you think of ashes, what are the first thoughts that come to mind; dirty, dusty, they are 
the remains of something that once use to be. In the Bible, there are a number of incidences 
where we see people putting on sackcloth (cloth made of black goats' hair, coarse, rough, and 
thick) and ashes as a form of mourning and repentance, Jacob upon being told Joseph was 
dead and Job upon losing everything and more.  
Now I’m not saying that we should go out and buy ourselves some sackcloth that we can don 
the next 40 days but shouldn’t we wear the ashes placed upon our forehead not with a sense 
of embarrassment and maybe not proudly in the way we think of pride but proud in the sense 
that we know we are a sinner with a repentant heart in need of a Savior.  
Ash Wednesday is a start of the season of the church year called Lent. When we think of the 
40 days ahead it is a more somber time of the church year but can there not still be joy in the 
midst of sorrow? A question we often ask ourselves when our situations in life seem to be 
beyond our control. Can there be joy in the midst of our pain?  The writer of Psalm 30 tells us 
that God “ . . . turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with 
joy” (30:11). 
That black cross or smudge upon our foreheads is the reminder to us that we can have joy in 
the midst of sorrow because of the sacrifice the Lamb of God made on our behalf we are 
forever forgiven. So, on Ash Wednesday wear your dust a little proudly and "Remember: you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return." (Confession and Absolution on pages 290-291 of the Lutheran 
Service Book.) 
With a repentant heart,  
Cassie Drenkow, Director of Christian Education 
 
(This newsletter article is brought to you by the maker of LeAnn Stauffenecker, (aka GOD) who is in the 
business of making people who ask great questions.) 
 



PRESCHOOL NEWS 

The last few weeks I have been working on two presentations for the Concordia Early 
Childhood conference in March.  One is sharing ideas for quick and easy bulletin boards 
using children’s art.  This might be a lame sounding presentation for some of you but for 
teachers who are running out of ideas this may be an energy pick up for them. Sometimes 
that is the one thing that makes going to a conference worthwhile - reenergizing the soul! 

I have been taking pictures of my bulletin boards over the years and now it has been 
enjoyable to go back and revisit these old ideas. The purpose of these displays has been 
twofold. The kids love to see their work shown.  I will hear them talk to friends about whose 
project is whose.  The other reason is to share what we are learning about God to all those 
walking by.  These little messages are quick imprints we can use and apply to our lives at 
that moment or hold onto for when they are needed. They are the "take-aways" from our 
Jesus time lessons which are really interactive mini-sermons teachers give every day here at 
Redeemer. 

I hope at times these messages have spoken to you, either as a reminder of what a great 
God we have or to uplift you with a message of hope and perseverance.  

In Christ, 

Rachel Jeppesen 

 

We are celebrating National Lutheran Schools Week on March 6-12.  We always have fun 
dress-up days and special events.  

You are invited: 

       Movie Morning:  Friday, March 10 from 9-11:00 am. Dress up as your favorite animal 
and bring comfy things to sit on. 

       Sunday Morning Pancake Breakfast:  March 12 from 8:45-9:30 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. The preschool children will be singing at both services 
that morning. 

 

 

 
“THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS” 

For MARCH we will be collecting previously viewed DVD’s 
(comedy and action), paperback novels, games-board games, electronic, 

hand-held games, car games, crossword and word find books, and journals. 
Please place donated items in box located in the narthex. 

 
ARE YOU CONSIDERING FULL-TIME CHURCH WORK? Whether you’re thinking about 
becoming a pastor, DCE, DCO, church school teacher, or any other church work career, 
scholarships are available through the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League for the 2017-
18 academic year. You can find the forms in the wooden rack in the narthex. Deadline is 
May 15, 2017. 

 
            ELDERS FOR 2017 
 

             Elder                                       Phone #             Household Names 
 Mark Sellmann                     235-0075  Akerson – Bokelman 
 Michael Sandau  894-0637  Bolland – Davis     
 Stan Skaro   599-4506  Derksen – Grewe         
 Ron Jaspersen  354-5083  Grothe – Jacobson 
 Leon Schultz   248-7466  Jagow – Kruse         
 Doug Jorschumb  235-5451  Kubasch – Meyer 
 Neil Buboltz     796-2352  Mikkelsen – Phillips 
 Wayne Dahlke  262-9847  Pitt – Schoumaker  
 Jeff Kimpling  235-5373  Schroeder – Streich 
 Dave Runke   235-9068  Stueckrath – Zetah      

 
 
 
 

Sunday/Wed Attendance Adults Sr. High Children Communion Private 
Feb 5 253 53 11 55 230  

Feb 12 293 58 11 49   
Feb 19 260 36 9 48 207  
Feb 26          

       
TOTALS 806 147 31 152 437 33 



 

 
 

Pastor Friedrich will be leading the 12:15 Lenten services on Wednesdays. 
His sermon series will be on Christ’s Seven Last Words: 

March 1  Luke 23:34        Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
March 8  Luke 23:43          Today, you shall be with Me in Paradise. 
March 15 John 19:26-27    Woman, behold your son.   Behold your mother. 
March 22  John 19:28        I Thirst. 
March 29  Matthew 27:46   My God, My God, why have Your forsaken Me? 
April 5 John 19:30      It is finished. 

 
 

  MARCH 2017   
  
  

 
ELDERS 

 
GREETERS  

  
ACOLYTE 

 
SOUND 

  
LIBRARY 

Mar 5 
 8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Michael Sandau 
Mark Sellmann 
Leon Schultz 

Doug Jorschumb 

Mike Botzek, Deb Arnold 
Brad & Suzanne Skindelien 

Trudy Hemingway, Nancy Klaassen 
Keven & Diane Hillenbrand 

Jennassa 
Hanson 
Crisstill 
Duaso 

Wayne 
Dahlke 
Sarah 

Jeppesen 

 
Lorraine 

King 

Mar 12 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Kimpling 
Ron Jaspersen 

Jeff & Cheryl Pitt 
Rolf & Joyce Standfuss 

Todd Swartz, LaVonne Van Zee 
Alice Beckmann, Carol Dahlke 

 
 

Zoey 
Jorschumb 

Mike 
Mikkelsen 

Art 
Bolland 

 
Bonnie 
Rhoda 

Mar 19 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

Dave Runke 
Stan Skaro 

Wayne Dahlke 
Neil Buboltz 

Gayne & Marvelle Stone 
Lyle & Vera Ehrenberg 
Troy & Lisa Anderson 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 

Nicholas 
Mohr 

Natalie 
Jorschumb 

Mark 
Boeschen 

Sarah 
Jeppesen 

 
Anita 

Petersen 

Mar 26 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Kimpling 
Leon Schultz 

Jeff & Darla Kimpling 
Luther & Peggy Dykema 

Bonnie Rhoda 
Gary & Mary Hillenbrand 

Sergio 
Fernandez 
Mitchell 
Nelson 

Wayne 
Dahlke 
Kolby 

Lindquist 

 
LaVonne 
Van Zee 

Mar 1 
Mar 8 
Mar 15 
Mar 22 
Mar 29 

(12:15) Jeff Kimpling – Stan Skaro (6:00) 
(12:15) Doug Jorschumb – Stan Skaro (6:00) 
(12:15) Jeff Kimpling – Neil Buboltz (6:00) 
(12:15) Doug Jorschumb – Dave Runke (6:00) 
(12:15) Jeff Kimpling – Stan Skaro (6:00) 

David Reyes 
Michael Mohr 

Mikayla Schoumaker 
Rebecca Wubben 
Hannah Lingbeek 

Darrell H. 
Kolby L. 
Jacob M. 
Mark B. 
Sarah J. 

 

USHERS              8:00 AM    *Bob & Lila Rekedal, Bill Jagow                                            (* Head Usher) 
                            10:30 AM    *Curt Swart, Glen Lotthammer, Rod & Kolby Lindquist 

  
 
   

PARENT MEETING There will be a 7th & 8th grade parent meeting with Pastor Matt on March 
1st following the Ash Wednesday 6:00 worship in the Sanctuary. 

 
WAFFLE BAR & GAME NIGHT 

Sunday, March 26th 
  7 – 9:00 pm 

 At Cassie’s house 
Come all youth! 

 
POLAR PLUNGE participants please be at church by 4:20 pm on March 3rd. We will leave 
at 4:30 pm and stop for dinner on the way out of town.  
 
YOUTH WILL BE SERVING the Lenten meal on Wednesday, March 8th. Each family is asked to 
bring a pan of bars or 1 dozen cookies. 7-8th Grade are asked to arrive at 4:45 pm for set-up 
and 9th-12th grade are asked to arrive at 5:45 pm for serving and clean-up.  

 
WILLMAR’S DESTINATION PLAYGROUND Joyce Standfuss is on the 
committee tasked with feeding the 100+ volunteers that will be 
constructing the new Willmar Playground in May.  Redeemer has the 
opportunity to prepare and serve a meal to the volunteers.  If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Joyce at 235-4934.  This is a great way 
for Redeemer to get involved in this community building project!! 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! A volunteer is needed to schedule Meals on Wheels drivers. This 
entails just calling people from the volunteer list of drivers and asking them what days they 
want to deliver meals in the months of May, August and October. It’s an easy way to serve 
your church right from home.  We are also in need of drivers! You start around 10:45 and 
should be done by noon. You can drive one, two, or more days out of the two weeks of the 
month that we are scheduled. If interested, please contact Lori in the church office. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING MONIES for the month of March will go to the Willmar Area 
Food Shelf.   The children and congregation are invited to bring a food item on Sunday, March 
26, to help “PACK THE PEWS”. 
  
LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP SUNDAY is coming up on Sunday, April 23th.  Bill Schultz from 
LIC will be here that day.  Start looking at your brochures to see what camps you would like to 
sign up for and attend this year. 



TWO-YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN 
Every Christians goal in life should be to read the entire Holy Bible. This plan will take you 
through the Old and New Testament in two years, and through the Psalms and Proverbs four 
times.  

        Mar 1  Ezekiel 12:21 – 13:23 Psalms 53                   
         Mar 2  Ezekiel 14            Psalms 54  
         Mar 3  Ezekiel 15 – 16       Psalms 55          
                  Mar 4  Ezekiel 17 – 18         Psalms 56              
                   Mar 5  Ezekiel 19   Psalms 57       
                   Mar 6  Ezekiel 20   Psalms 58    
                   Mar 7  Ezekiel 21 – 22   Psalms 59         
         Mar 8  Ezekiel  23 – 24   Psalms 60  

                Mar 9  Ezekiel  25   Psalms 61         
         Mar 10  Ezekiel  26 – 27   Psalms 62        
         Mar 11  Ezekiel  28    Psalms 63          
         Mar 12  Ezekiel  29 – 30   Psalms 64         
         Mar 13  Ezekiel  31 – 32   Psalms 65  
                             Mar 14  Ezekiel  33             Psalms 66    
                  Mar 15  Ezekiel  34    Psalms 67    
         Mar 16  Ezekiel  35:1 – 36:15  Psalms 68 
         Mar 17  Ezekiel  36:16 – 37:28         Psalms 69 
         Mar 18  Ezekiel  38 – 39   Psalms 70       
         Mar 19  Ezekiel 40    Psalms 71            
         Mar 20  Ezekiel  41 – 42   Psalms 72    
         Mar 21  Ezekiel  43 – 44   Psalms 73  
         Mar 22  Ezekiel 45 – 46         Psalms 74   
         Mar 23  Ezekiel 47 – 48        Psalms 75  
         Mar 24  Catch-up Day     Psalms 76 
         Mar 25  Catch-up Day  Psalms 77 
         Mar 26  Daniel 1    Psalms 78       
         Mar 27  Daniel 2    Psalms 79            
         Mar 28  Daniel 3   Psalms 80    
         Mar 29  Daniel 4   Psalms 81 
         Mar 30  Daniel 5   Psalms 82 
          Mar 31  Daniel 6   Psalms 83 

(Answers on last page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last months answers: 1c, 2a, 3a, 4d, 5d, 6b, 7d, 8c, 9c, 10a, 11c, 12d, 13d, 14a 
 


